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"Anyone who 

loves the law or 

sausages should 

never watch 

either being 

made."
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What is RDA?
RDA: Resource Description and Access is a package of data 
elements, guidelines, and instructions for creating library and 
cultural heritage metadata that is well-formed according to 
international models.

This metadata is intended to support the discovery and 
identification of resources in library and other cultural 
heritage collections.
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“Western and Christian bias 
in the 3R Toolkit” - 2019

• Personal names
• Religion
• Spelling/grammar
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Religions in RDA 
Working Group

The purpose of the Religions in RDA Working Group is to support the improvement of the RDA 
standard by reviewing the guidance and instructions (in all RDA entities) and making 
recommendations to move RDA toward unbiased and inclusive treatment of world religions. A 
specific and more immediate goal is to expand the non-Christian coverage in RDA. RSC 
concerns include the emphasis given to Christianity and books of the Bible and the lack of 
attention to other religious texts. The primary deliverables are likely to be discussion papers to 
raise issues for consideration by the RSC. Proposals, though more specific, could also be 
submitted. Because this is a very broad charge, it is expected that this group would make 
broad recommendations and perhaps outline a plan for moving forward. 
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RSC/ReligionsWG/2023/1 RSC/ReligionsWG/2023/2
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RSC/ReligionsWG/2024/1
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RSC/ReligionsWG/2025/1
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Is RDA English?
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Advisory working groups:

• Archives
• Music
• Religions in RDA
• Artificial Intelligence
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David Moss,
Mitzvah Beautifier
Illuminator, Animator 
and Transformer of 
Jewish texts, objects, 
spaces and souls
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Legal name or 
Jewish name?
real or official name: A name that is the first to be 
assigned to an entity in a formal context, or a 
name that is assigned to an entity for legal, 
administrative, or scientific purposes. For this 
definition, the formal context for the “first” name 
of a person is registration or ceremonial 
recognition of birth and the assigning agent is one 
or more parents.



June 22, 202625

Judaica, Europe: ahava.cohen@rdatoolkit.org
Latin America: felipe@rdatoolkit.org

N. America: tsod@rdatoolkit.org
Religions: dovidroth@gmail.com

mailto:ahava.cohen@rdatoolkit.org
mailto:felipe@rdatoolkit.org
mailto:tsod@rdatoolkit.org
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