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Encoding Schemes in RDA
Vocabulary Encoding Scheme
• Controlled vocabulary lists

String Encoding Scheme
• Specifies the rules for selecting values and assembling, ordering, 

and punctuating them
• Selected values are RDA elements or other text strings that 

produce the value of another element
• The values produced are “structured descriptions”
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Examples of the application 
of string encoding schemes

Authorized and variant access points
Wells, H. G. (Herbert George), 1866-1946

Publication statements
New York, NY : Delacorte Press, [2026]

Series statements
McCall Smith, Alexander, 1948- 44 Scotland Street series ; 7

Dissertation or thesis information
Thesis (Ph. D.)—University of Toronto, 1974
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Authorized access point for work

A string encoding 
scheme for the 
authorized access 
point of a work 
created by one agent.
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Authorized access point for person

A string encoding 
scheme for the 
authorized access 
point for a person.
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Where string encoding 
schemes reside

RDA Toolkit’s 
Community 
Resources
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Where string encoding schemes 
reside cont.

ISBD

(ISBD International Standard Bibliographic Description : 2021 Update to the 2011 Consolidated Edition)

MGDs (Metadata Guidance Documents - https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/index.html)
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https://repository.ifla.org/items/241dfed4-58f2-4c19-be99-56745e600df0


Still in base RDA?

Some results of string encoding schemes still reside in the Toolkit:
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ISBD for Manifestation

https://www.iflastandards.info/ISBDM/docs/ves/ISBDMSES1023.html
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Questions?
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