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To: RDA Steering Committee
From: Szabolcs Dancs, Translations Team Liaison Officer
Subject: Proposal to revise engraver agent, etc.
Abstract

This document proposes to revise the definition of engraver agent.

Background

At their meeting in July 2026, the RSC discussed RSC/TranslationsTL.O/2026/2. They approved
the creation of the term wood engraver agent with the broader term printmaker element. Voting
members of the RSC were also in favour of revising the definition of the engraver agent, etc.
elements to make the distinction between wood engraver and engraver clear.

However, a change to an element requires full constituency review, for good reason: the wider
RDA cataloguing community may be aware of issues with the change to an element that the
members of the RSC did not consider during their debate of another element.

The Translations Team Liaison Officer was, therefore, tasked with writing
RSC/TranslationsTLO/2026/3 to allow for constituency review of the proposed changes to
engraver agent, etc. (RSC/TranslationsTLO/2026/2/summary?2).

The Translations Team Liaison Officer would like to thank the RSC Secretary for her assistance
in writing up this proposal at speed.

The Issue

In its discussion of TranslationsTLO/2026/2 Recommendation 2, the voting members of the RSC
unanimously favoured the suggestion in RSC/TranslationsTLO/2026/2/NARDAC to revise the
definition of wood engraver agent, etc.:

“The revision to the definition of engraver agent limiting it to the intaglio technique could be as
simple as this one (the suggested wording also aligns the definition with that of etcher agent):

Marked-up copy:

An agent who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weoeden-or metal plate or other surface used
for printing.

Clean copy:


ttps://hdl.handle.net/11213/24378
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/24643
ttps://hdl.handle.net/11213/24378
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/24566
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An agent who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or
other marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.”

Impact statement

Redefining engraver agent, etc.to make it clear that it concerns intaglio printing, would impact
RDA by improving its consistency.

As stated in RSC/TranslationsTLO/2026/2/NARDAC, the revised definition would provide
cataloguers with choices under printmaker agent including wood engraver agent (relief
technique), woodcutter agent (relief technique), and engraver agent (intaglio technique)

This would also positively impact catalogue users by increasing the precision of the description
of the print technique use.

One of the main benefits of the RSC’s requirement for revised definitions of elements to receive
full constituency review is it allows for a true assessment of impact on legacy data. Given that
cataloguers of rare materials have training in Historical Bibliography, the RSC believes that
engraver agent, etc. terms will have been used solely for intaglio. We hope that any cataloguing
agency already using Official RDA that has used engraver agent, etc. to encompass wood
engraving (relief technique) will let us know the impact the change would make. As usual with
legacy data, if this proposal is approved, any institution that has already used engraver agent,
etc. for a wood engraving, would have to decide whether to implement changes retrospectively
or not — as is always the case with any proposal that allows for more specific information to be
recorded, human intervention would be needed to apply the new terms retrospectively to existing
catalogue data.

Recommendation 1.1: Revised definitions of engraver agent, etc. in the Toolkit

engraver agent

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:
An agent who i1s responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeoden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Clean copy:
An agent who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or other
marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.


https://hdl.handle.net/11213/24566
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-48a59b9d-fd8a-3f69-9990-b9b7b4a1010d
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engraver person

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:
A person who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-sueh-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Clean copy:
A person who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or other

marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver collective agent

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:

A collective agent who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

Clean copy:

A collective agent who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or
other marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver corporate body

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:

A corporate body who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

Clean copy:

A corporate body who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or
other marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver family



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-cd5f9e74-e189-3314-af78-477ba0b09f81
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-f7c0e45c-4891-3b21-a9da-ce2655ab0927
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-c2ef7475-b5ea-3259-a339-b59df8643612
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-054f27ae-269a-34e6-af77-ec93c7d2f9de
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Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:

A family who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-saeh-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.
Clean copy:

A family who is responsible for creating a manifestation by incising letters, figures, or other
marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver agent of

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of an agent for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Clean copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of an agent for incising letters, figures, or other

marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver person of

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a person for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeoden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Clean copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a person for incising letters, figures, or other
marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver collective agent of



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-59e9f689-8bc2-3080-83ce-a27d8b801b90
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d7e634aa-2a6c-3c9a-9a6d-575e61c165a0
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-9c431366-4ac6-357c-b21b-6bfd96834686
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Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a collective agent for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surfacesuch-asa-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

Clean copy:

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a collective agent for incising letters, figures, or
other marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver corporate body of

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a corporate body for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

Clean copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a corporate body for incising letters, figures, or

other marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.

engraver family of

Definition and Scope

Marked-up copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a family for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeoden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Clean copy:
A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a family for incising letters, figures, or other
marks on a metal plate or other surface used for printing.


https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8ccb104e-a303-3e8c-8e30-7d51b283ac61
engraver%20family%20of
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Recommendation 1.2: Revised definitions of engraver agent, etc. in the
Glossary

Marked-up copy only:

engraver
See: engraver agent

engraver agent

An agent who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-sueh
as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Inverse: engraver agent of

Use for: engraver

engraver agent of

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of an agent for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.
Inverse: engraver agent

Use for: engraver of

engraver collective agent
A collective agent who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a
surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Inverse: engraver collective agent of

engraver collective agent of

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a collective agent for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

Inverse: engraver collective agent

engraver corporate body
A corporate body who is responsible incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surface
such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Inverse: engraver corporate body of

engraver corporate body of

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a corporate body for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.
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Inverse: engraver corporate body

engraver family

A family who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-sueh
as-a-weoden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Inverse: engraver family of

engraver of
See: engraver agent of

engraver person
A person who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surfacesueh
as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

Inverse: engraver person of

engraver person of

A manifestation that involves a responsibility of a person for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.
Inverse: engraver person

Recommendation 1.3: Revised definitions of engraver agent, etc. in the
Registry

Marked-up copy only:

rdam:P30070
has engraver agent

Relates a manifestation to an agent who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

rdam:P30350
has engraver person

Relates a manifestation to a person who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

rdam:P30379
has engraver collective agent

Relates a manifestation to a collective agent who is responsible for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.


http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30070
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30350
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30379
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rdam:P303408
has engraver corporate body

Relates a manifestation to a corporate body who is responsible for incising eutting letters,
figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-weeden-or metal plate or other surface used for
printing.

rdam:P30437
has engraver family

Relates a manifestation to a family who is responsible for incising eutting letters, figures, or
other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used for printing.

rdam:P50171
is engraver agent of

Relates an agent to a manifestation that involves a responsibility of an agent for incising eutting
letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeeden-or metal plate or other surface used
for printing.

rdaa:P50495
is engraver person of

Relates a person to a manifestation that involves a responsibility of a person for incising eutting
letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-er metal plate or other surface used
for printing.

rdaa:P50646

is engraver collective agent of

Relates a collective agent to a manifestation that involves a responsibility of a collective agent
for incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate
or other surface used for printing.

rdaa:P50797

is engraver corporate body of

Relates a corporate body to a manifestation that involves a responsibility of a corporate body for
incising eutting letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-such-as-a-woeden-or metal plate or
other surface used for printing.

rdaa:P50948

is engraver family of

Relates a family to a manifestation that involves a responsibility of a family for incising eutting
letters, figures, or other marks on a surface-suchas-a-woeden-or metal plate or other surface used
for printing.


http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30408
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30437
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/a/P50171
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/a/P50495
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/a/P50646
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/a/P50797
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/a/P50948
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