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To: Renate Behrens, RSC Chair
CC: Anne Welsh, RSC Secretary
From: Chris Holden, Technical Team Liaison Officer
Subject: Resource-to-resource digest, review, and critique elements

For the theory and background on the soft-deprecated elements, please see
RSC/Technical WG/2026/1.

RDA contains the following elements':
e digest of expression
e digest of work
e digested as expression
e digested as work
e RDA entity critiqued by
e RDA entity reviewed by
e work reviewed by
e work critiqued by
e review of work
e critique of work
e review of manifestation
e critique of manifestation
e review of expression
e critique of expression
e critique of RDA entity
e review of RDA entity
e expression critiqued by
e expression reviewed by
e manifestation critiqued by
e manifestation reviewed by

Each of these elements represents an extremely granular way to relate RDA entities to one

another, using the labels “digest,” “critique,” and “review.”

The current prerecording instructions guide the cataloger to use “abridgement” elements instead
of “digest” elements, and to use “evaluation” elements instead of “review” and “critique”
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elements. In these cases, the extreme granularity of the “digest,” “review” and “critique”

! Direct links to each is provided at Recommendation 1, below.
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elements is not helpful. For example, the definition of Work: critique of work (“a work that is
critically evaluated by a work™) is very similar to Work: review of work (“a work that is briefly
evaluated by a work™). In this case it is easier to use Work: evaluation of work (“a work that is
examined or judged by a work™) rather than ask the cataloguer to determine if a work is a

critique or a review.

Similarly, the definition of Work: digest of work (a work that is a systematic and comprehensive
condensing of a related work) is similar to Work: abridgement of work (a work that is

shortened as a related work without changing the general meaning or manner of presentation).
While both elements are narrower elements of Work: source work, Work: digest of work asks
the cataloger to make a qualitative judgement, and it is otherwise unclear how this differs from
Work: abridgement of work.

Because of the extreme granularity of these elements and because their definitions are extremely
similar to those of other elements, these elements are proposed for full deprecation.

Impact:

Fully deprecating these elements would have a relatively minor impact on cataloguing practice
and policy statement writers, although this impact will differ by cataloguing agency, and is
dependent on whether that agency followed RDA’s recommendations to use other elements
instead of the soft-deprecated ones. Because each of these elements is aligned with a broader
element of similar definition, cataloguing agencies could move policy statements and cataloging
practices to the broader element with little disruption to current practice.

Recommendation 1:

Fully deprecate the following elements in the RDA Registry and remove them from the Toolkit.
Remove these elements from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry, and
add them to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements, to be included in
the Registry.

e digest of expression

o digest of work
e (digested as expression

e (digested as work
e RDA entity critiqued by
e RDA entity reviewed by

e work reviewed by

e work critiqued by

e review of work



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-85875d1e-f285-391d-8fd3-57b2f52ab026
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2c37b0ed-74e9-391d-a312-f6eece81547e
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a5fd9033-b413-3eed-8927-e501fc8c175a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-26ca9df6-608c-31f6-8aa9-c6aee36e9a2c
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-cedee9b7-de45-3d5f-b4e9-208e5a062b5e
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-9f76f3a5-9250-330e-9828-5ae0e3a2f4a2
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-c2438d56-058c-3ba0-aa0f-0414f8eda606
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-ef440c51-2fdd-3c0d-901e-fb8301c1e2d9
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-dae1d0c1-5eb1-3b46-a57e-16ba91c24e19
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-90c3ef21-52e7-31e6-805e-1a8c4f61020d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a673c0e0-045d-3148-a887-20b1aa8c1ce5
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2c37b0ed-74e9-391d-a312-f6eece81547e

RSC/Technical WG/2026/3
28 April 2026
3of7

e critique of work

e review of manifestation

e critique of manifestation

e review of expression

e critique of expression

e critique of RDA entity

e review of RDA entity

e expression critiqued by

e ecxpression reviewed by

e manifestation critiqued by

e manifestation reviewed by

Recommendation 1.1

Expression: digest of expression

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Expression: digest of expression as a narrower element of Expression: expression of
source work in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.2

Work: digest of work

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: digest of work as a narrower element of Work: source work in the Toolkit and
the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.3

Expression: digested as expression

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Expression: digested as expression as a narrower element of Expression: expression of
derivative work in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.4
Work: digested as work



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-85875d1e-f285-391d-8fd3-57b2f52ab026
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-4ae135b4-290c-3cd6-89c1-eaae64e53242
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7dcd9049-bf20-3715-94f5-1736ae24c57d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-773b6bd2-2af2-3501-968e-4bc8892b7b92
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d2d90ffe-a81b-30f3-9efb-154c4fdd8a78
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-b562eef6-36a2-39d5-8aee-f3984eda6325
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7abd0ccd-07ae-321b-a618-b7249beda506
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7237186f-874d-3956-96dd-09017d6eb240
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-e785d0bd-dda7-35ec-ac35-77f22b67ba2b
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-e8beaff5-b024-39ba-8b15-253acc039c91
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-39f28136-8054-3908-a941-9edec07eedde
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-26ca9df6-608c-31f6-8aa9-c6aee36e9a2c
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8b5fab00-0345-306d-9bb7-c89547a48a62/d20b82d5-0760-49f3-8de3-f006a0b95ae3
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8b5fab00-0345-306d-9bb7-c89547a48a62/d20b82d5-0760-49f3-8de3-f006a0b95ae3
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-cedee9b7-de45-3d5f-b4e9-208e5a062b5e
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-ffef392f-8825-3ed8-b25d-66545466955c/c8e63886-5f28-4641-9000-2af9a92cfb97
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-9f76f3a5-9250-330e-9828-5ae0e3a2f4a2
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-adc49fa3-2615-35fa-a8c1-f74b8ed69a2ab/5e631d6c-d85c-462d-b933-3b3fbe5928af
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-adc49fa3-2615-35fa-a8c1-f74b8ed69a2ab/5e631d6c-d85c-462d-b933-3b3fbe5928af
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-c2438d56-058c-3ba0-aa0f-0414f8eda606
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Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: digested as work as a narrower element of Work: derivative work in the Toolkit
and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.5
RDA Entity: RDA entity critiqued by
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove RDA Entity: RDA entity critiqued by as a narrower element of RDA Entity: RDA
entity evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.6
RDA Entity: RDA Entity reviewed by
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove RDA Entity: RDA entity reviewed by as a narrower element of RDA Entity: RDA
entity evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.7
Work: work reviewed by
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: work reviewed by as a narrower element of Work: work evaluated by in the
Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.8
Work: work critiqued by
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: work critiqued by as a narrower element of Work: work evaluated by in the
Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.9


https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-401407f9-2bff-3ff0-a120-c547783ca439/019af8b5-e267-4d3f-bdfa-2d651910a142
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-ef440c51-2fdd-3c0d-901e-fb8301c1e2d9
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-70290e43-e15d-35a6-ad58-dae1323d8fb7/c862bac7-7836-4a08-a23b-76c1f761f445
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-70290e43-e15d-35a6-ad58-dae1323d8fb7/c862bac7-7836-4a08-a23b-76c1f761f445
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-dae1d0c1-5eb1-3b46-a57e-16ba91c24e19
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-70290e43-e15d-35a6-ad58-dae1323d8fb7/c862bac7-7836-4a08-a23b-76c1f761f445
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-70290e43-e15d-35a6-ad58-dae1323d8fb7/c862bac7-7836-4a08-a23b-76c1f761f445
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-90c3ef21-52e7-31e6-805e-1a8c4f61020d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2f6bda89-800b-3bf1-a56f-9e70ffd2b318/eabcd37d-59de-430f-9bda-08d4f2c4f38b
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a673c0e0-045d-3148-a887-20b1aa8c1ce5
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2f6bda89-800b-3bf1-a56f-9e70ffd2b318/eabcd37d-59de-430f-9bda-08d4f2c4f38b
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Work: review of work

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: review of work as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of work in the
Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.10
Work: critique of work

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: critique of work as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of work in the
Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.11
Work: review of manifestation
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: review of manifestation as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of
manifestation in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.12

Work: critique of manifestation

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: critique of manifestation as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of
manifestation in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.13

Work: review of expression

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: review of expression as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of expression
in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-2c37b0ed-74e9-391d-a312-f6eece81547e
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a5fd9033-b413-3eed-8927-e501fc8c175a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-85875d1e-f285-391d-8fd3-57b2f52ab026
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a5fd9033-b413-3eed-8927-e501fc8c175a/4dccba2a-0dbf-426f-9fad-901c42983738
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-4ae135b4-290c-3cd6-89c1-eaae64e53242
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-0ec6dcab-e507-3740-bbb9-ef8d01cf859d/2e39ef51-b0c9-41a2-b521-d85a49024e41
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-0ec6dcab-e507-3740-bbb9-ef8d01cf859d/2e39ef51-b0c9-41a2-b521-d85a49024e41
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7dcd9049-bf20-3715-94f5-1736ae24c57d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-0ec6dcab-e507-3740-bbb9-ef8d01cf859d/2e39ef51-b0c9-41a2-b521-d85a49024e41
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-0ec6dcab-e507-3740-bbb9-ef8d01cf859d/2e39ef51-b0c9-41a2-b521-d85a49024e41
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-773b6bd2-2af2-3501-968e-4bc8892b7b92
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a4bd1280-0446-3977-97cc-c76bcf195192/db9f2a28-f4b4-4d35-a0d4-448e75eb00a7
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Recommendation 1.14

Work: critique of expression

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and

add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.
Remove Work: critigue of expression as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of expression
in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.15
Work: critique of RDA entity
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: critique of RDA entity as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of RDA
entity in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.16
Work: review of RDA entity
Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Work: review of RDA entity as a narrower element of Work: evaluation of RDA entity
in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.17

Expression: expression critiqued by

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Expression: expression critiqued by as a narrower element of Expression: expression
evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.18

Expression: expression reviewed by

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Expression: expression reviewed by as a narrower element of Expression: expression
evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d2d90ffe-a81b-30f3-9efb-154c4fdd8a78
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-a4bd1280-0446-3977-97cc-c76bcf195192/db9f2a28-f4b4-4d35-a0d4-448e75eb00a7
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-b562eef6-36a2-39d5-8aee-f3984eda6325
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-eb68b854-b218-3fb4-a47f-1228d9c86906/f04106a4-4ce2-4c88-9f5b-f7731856882a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-eb68b854-b218-3fb4-a47f-1228d9c86906/f04106a4-4ce2-4c88-9f5b-f7731856882a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7abd0ccd-07ae-321b-a618-b7249beda506
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-eb68b854-b218-3fb4-a47f-1228d9c86906/f04106a4-4ce2-4c88-9f5b-f7731856882a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-7237186f-874d-3956-96dd-09017d6eb240
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d91aa59f-82d6-3756-9910-e07b7d79bfb5/63091bd6-0b08-4e53-9b69-bdc45480a54d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d91aa59f-82d6-3756-9910-e07b7d79bfb5/63091bd6-0b08-4e53-9b69-bdc45480a54d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-e785d0bd-dda7-35ec-ac35-77f22b67ba2b
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d91aa59f-82d6-3756-9910-e07b7d79bfb5/63091bd6-0b08-4e53-9b69-bdc45480a54d
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-d91aa59f-82d6-3756-9910-e07b7d79bfb5/63091bd6-0b08-4e53-9b69-bdc45480a54d
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Recommendation 1.19

Manifestation: manifestation critiqued by

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Manifestation: manifestation critiqued by as a narrower element of Manifestation:
manifestation evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.

Recommendation 1.20
Manifestation: manifestation reviewed by

Fully deprecate this element in the RDA Registry and remove it from the Toolkit.

Remove the element from the alignment of soft-deprecated elements in the RDA Registry and
add it to a new alignment of fully-deprecated elements to RDA elements.

Remove Manifestation: manifestation reviewed by as a narrower element of Manifestation:
manifestation evaluated by in the Toolkit and the RDA Registry.



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-e8beaff5-b024-39ba-8b15-253acc039c91
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-f1ba1ba7-8440-3972-9fb7-baaa1d65ec62/469042d1-2009-46b7-aaec-037d45210ac5
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-f1ba1ba7-8440-3972-9fb7-baaa1d65ec62/469042d1-2009-46b7-aaec-037d45210ac5
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-39f28136-8054-3908-a941-9edec07eedde
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-f1ba1ba7-8440-3972-9fb7-baaa1d65ec62/469042d1-2009-46b7-aaec-037d45210ac5
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-f1ba1ba7-8440-3972-9fb7-baaa1d65ec62/469042d1-2009-46b7-aaec-037d45210ac5

