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Agenda

1. Why use RDA?

o Basis in IFLA International Cataloguing Principles (ICP) and
Library Reference Model (LRM)

2. Tips for training

3. Supporting regional implementations.

o  Case study: RDA training in Canada
4. (General supports available




Quick Poll:

Does your library use RDA (either in the
“original” or “official” version) for cataloguing?

Go to: https://www.slido.com

Joining as a participant? # Enter code here ©

Look for “Joining as a participant?” and input this code:

2395440



https://www.slido.com/
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Does your library use RDA

(either in the "original" or
O-] T"official" version) for
cataloguing?

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from s“do


https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design

Why use RDA?

e Resource Description and Access (RDA) is informed by the IFLA

International Cataloguing Principles (ICP).
e |CP (2016) highlights:

O

Section 2: General principles include the convenience of the user,
representation, economy, consistency and standardization,

interoperability, openness, accessibility.

Section 3: Cataloguing is about describing entities (= abstract classes
of “key objects of interest to users”) using attributes and relationships.
Section 4: Cataloguers create a bibliographic description for each
manifestation. The description can include attributes or links to attributes.
Cataloguers are encouraged to follow the International Standard for
Bibliographic Description (1ISBD).



https://www.ifla.org/g/cataloguing/international-cataloguing-principles-icp/

Why use RDA?

RDA offers data elements, guidelines, and instructions for
creating data for libraries and cultural heritage institutions.

RDA data will:
o Help users find, identify, search, obtain, and explore resources

o Be compatible with flat files (such as card catalogues),
bibliographic or authority data files, relational or object-oriented
databases, and international models for linked data.

Linked data is meant to help users discover information across
collections in libraries, archives, or other cultural heritage
institutions. It can potentially save cataloguers’ time for more
complex work.




The latest version of RDA is based on the
IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM)

Many RDA concepts and terminologies come from LRM or expand on it.
LRM models cataloguing as the description of entities and the
relationships that exist between entities.

Entity = An abstract class of conceptual objects of interest to users
Attribute element = A property of an entity

Relationship element = A property that relates one entity with
another entity within the same model or ontology

LRM is available in several languages including: English, Chinese
(simplified script), Korean, Portuguese, and Spanish



https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/40.2
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/42
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frbr-lrm/ifla-lrm-august-2017_rev201712-ko.pdf
https://repository.ifla.org/items/c4333000-746f-4b39-9dd1-b9c3043917aa
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/43

What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit only provides instructions on RDA entities. An “RDA Entity”
may be narrowed down to one of these subtypes:

Work Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family

Corporate Body




What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit only provides instructions on RDA entities. An RDA entity
may be narrowed down to one of these subtypes:

Work Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family

Corporate Body

LRM calls these “resource entities”.
See RSC EOOQ’s Template RDA Teaching Slides for explanations of each entity.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lszV-kHHEeR6cXssde71Hl_lpWD3Aiei/edit?slide=id.p11#slide=id.p11

What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit only provides instructions on RDA entities. An RDA entity
may be narrowed down to one of these subtypes:

Work
Expression
Manifestation
ltem

Agent Nomen

Person Timespan
Collective Agent Place
Family
Corporate Body

These are RDA refinements
of “Collective Agent”.




What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit only provides instructions on RDA entities. An RDA entity
may be narrowed down to one of these subtypes:

Work Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family

Corporate Body :rgrisié(l\)/lme




Metadata description set for Manifestation A and
Expression B

carrier
type

media
type

title of
manifestation

note on
manifestation

title of
expression

content
type

Metadata description set for
Manifestation A:

<has title of manifestation> ...
<has carrier type> ...

<has media type> ...

<has note on manifestation> ...

<has expression manifested> ...

Metadata description set for
Expression B:

<has title of expression> ...
<has content type> ...

<has manifestation of
expression>...

13



RDA is an international standard

Some aspects of RDA will be familiar to many cataloguing
communities, due to RDA’s consideration for ICP and LRM.
Internationalizing RDA = Communities have more control over how
they implement RDA, provided that decisions are LRM-compatible.
RDA text is maintained by the RDA Steering Committee (RSC).
Current regional representation from Oceania, Europe, and North
America. RSC is working towards greater representation from Asia,
Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Login at hitps://access.rdatoolkit.org or ask for a free ftrial.



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/FreeTrial

Example of internationalization: RDA element
“title proper” in the RDA Registry
rdam:P30156

(Selected languages listed for demonstration only)

English Chinese Arabic Turkish
(simplified)
has title proper | A1E&%4 audi o) sill 1 | baglik ile
iigkilidir



https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30156

RDA is compatible with ISBD, MARC 21, and
DCMI; RDA can be represented using RDF

ISBD = International Standard Bibliographic Description.

RDA elements and value vocabularies are compatible with ISBD and
MARC 21 standards.

Alignments from RDA to ISBD, MARC 21 Bibliographic Format, and

MARC 21 Authority Format can be found for free on the RDA Registry
o MARC 21 to UNIMARC:
https.//www.loc.qov/marc/unimarctomarc21.html

DCMI = Dublin Core Metadata Initiative

RDF = Resource description framework, a syntax of linked open data.
RDA Registry presents RDF as N-Triples or as RDF/XML.

Even if your library is not implementing linked data right now,
compatibility with RDA will position your data well for future conversion.

16



https://www.loc.gov/marc/unimarctomarc21.html

RDA Registly Elements ~ WValues~ Data~ s~ About~ GitHub Project

Maps for use with RDA vocabularies

Dublin Core Terms This section contains maps to and from RDA element sets and value

vocabularies.

Map from RDA properties to Dublin Core Terms

IFLA LRM We use the term "map” to refer to a set of mappings. We use the term
"mapping” to refer to a single relationship between two classes, properties,

Map from RDA classes to IFLA LRM or concepts taken from different element sets and value vocabularies.

Map from RDA properties to IFLA LRM ) ) . ) ) .
A map is a set of RDF triples representing the semantic relationship between

ISBD two element sets or value vocabularies.

Map from ISBD properties to unconstrained properties derived from

RDA Some maps are based on alignments. An alignment is usually a comma

separated variable file containing general relationships that may ignore the
Map from unconstrained ISBD properties to unconstrained properties precise semantics embedded in the vocabularies.

derived from RDA

Map from unconstrained properties derived from RDA to unconstrained
ISBD properties

Lexical URIs in English C
Map from canonic: to lexical URIs in the RDA properties element sets RDA Reg IStry:
AR formats https://www.rdaregistry.info

Map from RDA properties to MARC 21 Authority encodings

Map from RDA properties to MARC 21 Bibliographic encodings

MARC Relator Codes

Map from unconstrained properties to MARC Code List for Relators 17

[, 1 . 7, D | D 1 N


https://www.rdaregistry.info/

R|D|A Original Toolkit @ Help English  Submit Feedback

University of Toronto Libraries & Profile w

ENTITIES GUIDANCE POLICIES RESOURCES All v _ Q

We|C0me TO RDA TOOIklt Last Toolklt Release: 2025-02

News All News »

Profile Login

Username

- Don't Have an Account?
elisasze

Subscribe Today

Password

Remember Me [}

Products Shop RDA 3

Forgot Password?

If you're having a problem

Log In with your account, contact R DA TOO | k i t :

RDA Toolkit
Support

https://access.rdatoolkit.org

¥V Recently Updated Instructions
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https://access.rdatoolkit.org/

What are “elements”™?

e Elements are the properties that we use to describe an entity.
o Attribute element = a characteristic of an entity (Example: “dimensions”
of a manifestation, “content type” of an expression)
o Relationship element = a relationship that one entity has with another
entity (Example: “place of publication” of a manifestation or “author

person” of a work)

o Elements are building blocks for a metadata description set.

o Examples of a metadata description set: a bibliographic record, an
authority record.

e Inlinked data applications, elements and values of elements
can potentially be re-used and re-combined.




Examples of RDA elements

place of publication = A place that is associated with the publication,
release, or issuing of a published manifestation

In RDA Toolkit = “place of publication”

In RDA Registry = “has place of publication” (CURIE = rdam:P30088)

Maps to:
IFLA LRM label “has association with place” (CURIE = Irmer:R33)
MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 $a, 264 *1 $a, 500 $a, 542 $k, 008/15-17,
or 044 $a $b $c



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-b569c353-c792-3617-8c83-d974466ccc02
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30088
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R33

Examples of RDA elements

name of publisher = A name of an agent who is responsible for
publishing a manifestation.

In RDA Toolkit = “name of publisher”
In RDA Registry = “has name of publisher” (CURIE = rdam:P30176)

Maps to:
IFLA LRM label “is associated with res” (CURIE = Irmer:R1)
DCMI term “Publisher”
MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 $b, 264 *1 $b, or 542 $k



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-8fb9e501-1ef9-3b1f-9afa-078737576947
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30176
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R1
http://purl.org/dc/terms/publisher

Examples of RDA elements

date of publication = A timespan during which a published
manifestation is published, released, or issued.

In RDA Toolkit = “date of publication”

In RDA Registry = “has date of publication” (CURIE = rdam:P30011)

Maps to:

IFLA LRM label “has association with time-span” (CURIE = Irmer:R35)
DCMI term “Date Issued”

MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 $b, 264 *1 $b, or 542 $k



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-26b84eaa-054e-3c8c-8933-8760b9b2046f
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30011
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R35
http://purl.org/dc/terms/issued

Example: A book with the title proper 41522
ISBN 9789864898916

This book is a Chinese translation of a
Canadian novel, Anne of Green Gables.

We can say that this book (with ISBN
9789864898916) is a manifestation of an
expression (in Chinese) of a work (the
Canadian novel, Anne of Green Gables).



http://viaf.org/viaf/181345094
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/c/C10007
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/c/C10006
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/c/C10001

Example: A book with the title proper 41522
ISBN 9789864898916

WorldCat record:
https://search.worldcat.org/title/1508884 736
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Edmonton Public Library record:

https://epl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S5C26
66100

Let’s look at some RDA elements for this
manifestation separately...



https://search.worldcat.org/title/1508884736
https://epl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S5C2666100
https://epl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S5C2666100

Example: RDA element “identifier for

manifestation” gdam:P30004

RDF triple: Subject — Predicate — Object
value



https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30004

Example: RDA element “identifier for
manifestation” rdam:P30004

RDF triple: Subject — Predicate — Object
This manifestation — has identifier for manifestation — 9789864898916

A conventional database input might look like this:
Field Label Value
identifier for manifestation | 9789864898916



https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30004

Examples of more RDA elements, if
cataloguing in English

<has place of publication> rdam:P30088
Taipei

<has name of publisher> rdam:P30176
Azoth Books

<has date of publication> rdam:P30011
2024




Examples of more RDA elements, if
cataloguing in English

A conventional database input might look like this:
Field Label Value
Place of publication Taipei

Name of publisher Azoth Books
Date of publication 2024

A local public display can still be configured to
look like this:

Publication Taipei : Azoth Books, 2024
information




Examples of the same RDA elements, if using

IRI (International Resource Identifier)
(Presented for demonstration purpose only)

RDF triple: Subject — Predicate — Object
IRI for subject — IRI for predicate — either IRI or literal for object

<https://lwww.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30088>
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q1867 This link can be

reused elsewhere.
<https://lwww.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30176>
Azoth Books

<https:/l...>

B—

<https://lwww.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30011>
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q49619




Tips for new users of the “Official’
RDA Toolkit, including cataloguers
with “Original” Toolkit experience

(The countdown clock for phasing out the Original RDA
Toolkit begins in May 2026 and runs for 1 year.)




Dedicate training time for navigation

Cataloguing instructions can be found in 3 kinds of pages: element
pages, Entity pages, and Guidance pages.

Guidance pages to read first: “Introduction to RDA", “Objectives and
principles governing RDA”, “Data elements”, “Terminology”, “User
tasks”, and “Well-formed RDA".

RDA “Entity” pages will orient cataloguers around the elements used
to describe an entity. (Example: “What elements do | need for
describing a manifestation?”)

Cataloguers can also find elements using the “Search” box.




R

Instead of focusing on original Toolkit rule

numbers, focus on the element

\D ATOOLKIT

RDA ' TOOLS = RESOURCES

-RDA

RDA Table of Contents
+ 0: Introduction

- Section 1: Recording Attributes of
Manifestation & ltem

+1:

General Guidelines on Recording

Attributes of Manifestations and ltems
+ 2: |dentifying Manifestations and ltems

- 3: Describing Carriers

3.0 Purpose and Scope

+ 3.1 General Guidelines on Describing

Carriers
+ 3.2 Media Type
+ 3.3 Carrier Type
+ 3.4 Extent
+ 3.5 Dimensions
+ 3.6 Base Material
+ 3.7 Applied Material
+ 3.8 Mount
+ 3.9 Production Method
+ 3.10 Generation
+ 3.11 Layout
+ 3.12 Bibliographic Format
+ 3.13 Font Size
+ 3.14 Polarity
+ 3.15 Reduction Ratio
+ 3.16 Sound Characteristic
+ 3.17 Projection Characteristic of

Mntinn Dintiwa il

M 23456789 %

3.3

Carrier Type mz==a

3.3.1

The RDA element is

X )
“carrier type”. Therefore,

video

If none of the terms in the list applies to the manifestation bei IOOk up “carrier tvpe” in

If a media type applicable to the manifestation being deggs®

the Official RDA Toolkit
to find all the instructions

?:s;i: Ins;ructions on Recg g Carrier Type for thlS element_

3.1, cope

‘ categorization reflecting the format of the storage medium and housing of a carrier in combination with
0 ermedlatlon device required to view, play, run, etc., the content of a manifestation.

3.3.1.2  Sources of Information
Use evidence presented by the manifestation itself (or on any accompanying material or container) as the basis for
recording a carrier type. Take additional evidence from any source.
3.3.1.3  Recording Carrier Type XX [ksse|
Record a carrier type using one or more of the terms from the following list.
Alternative eS| IETS X1 IETW [EEIECETED [kesP
If the manifestation being described consists of more than one carrier type, record only:
a) the carrier type that applies to the predominant part of the manifestation (if there is a predominant part)
or

b) the carrier types that apply to the most substantial parts of the manifestation (including the predominant part, if
theare ic one)

32



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-0dd63c0d-066f-3ddc-885a-ff83c25cf752

Entities > Manifestation > carrier type

carrier type

RDA Element Reference card
for an attribute element R

device required to view, play, run, or otherwise access the content

of a manifestation.

@ Element Reference

 Domain = the RDA entity being

IRI

d escri bed by th e e | e m e nt http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30001

Alternate labels = other labels by R
which this element is often know
Mappings to Dublin Core Terms, - e

IFLA LRM, and MARC 21 when categoryof carier
mapping exists * Dublin o Torm

+ IFLALRM

+ MARC 21 Bibliographic




RDA Element Reference card
for a relationship element

Domain = the RDA entity being

described by the element
Range = the other RDA entity in the

relationship

Alternate labels = other labels by
which this element is often know
Mappings to Dublin Core Terms, IFLA

LRM, and MARC 21 when mapping
exists \

N,

Entities > Manifestation > date of publication

date of publication

Definition and Scope

A timespan during which a published manifestation is published,

released, or issued.

@ Element Reference

IRI
http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/P30011

Manifestation 53

Range

Timespan s

Alternate labels

has date of publication
-

+ Dublin Core Terms

+ IFLALRM

+ MARC 21 Authority

+ MARC 21 Bibliographic




“Original” RDA Toolkit relationship
designators (Appendix | and J) are now
relationship elements

To find the definition of a

relationship element, and
instructions for recording
those elements, search
for the element in the
“Official” RDA Toolkit.

1.2

Relationship Designators for Agents Associated with a Work

.21

Relationship Designators for Creator Ez=m =z

Record an appropriate term from the following list with the authorized access point or identifier for a creator of a work (see 19.2 ).
Apply the general guidelines on using relationship designators at I.1 T3Z3.

architect: An agent responsible for creating an architectural design, including a pictorial representation intended to show how a
building, etc., will look when completed.
Reciprocal relationship: architect of.

landscape architect: An architect responsible for creating landscape works.
Reciprocal relationship: landscape architect of.

artist: An agent responsible for creating a work by conceiving, and often implementing, an original graphic design, drawing,
painting, etc.
Reciprocal relationship: artist of.

book artist: An artist responsible for creating art works that exploit the book form or alter its physical structure as part of
the content.
Reciprocal relationship: book artist of.

calligrapher: An artist responsible for creating a work of calligraphy where the focus of interest lies in the aesthetic value
of its penmanship or graphic artistry, regardless of whether the same person, etc., also authored the inscribed text.
Reciprocal relationship: calligrapher of.

sculptor: An artist responsible for creating a three-dimensional work by modeling, carving, or similar technique.
eciprocal relationship: sculptor of.

author: Aljagent responsible for creating a work that is primarily textual in content, regardless of media type or genre.
g a new work by paraphrasing, rewriting, or adapting works by another creator, if the modification has substantially
anged the nature and content of the original or changed the medium of expression, is included.
Reciprocal relationship: author of.

This is an element now: author agent



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-038aa9a0-8606-3cb6-b2c8-6cd22fdcee45

Element supertype
and subtype

e Some RDA elements can have
“broader” elements (“element
supertype”) or “narrower” elements

author person

Related Elements

For broader elements, see

Work: author agent 5

Work: creator person of work

(nelement SUbtype”)- - FOF' NArrower elements, see

Communities can decide how
“broad” or “narrow” an element they
want to use.

Communities should provide an
application profile to tell
cataloguers which elements to use.

Work: librettist person 53
Work: lyricist person 33
Work: rapporteur person 3

Work: screenwriter person 53

For the inverse of this element, see Person: author person of 5.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lszV-kHHEeR6cXssde71Hl_lpWD3Aiei/edit?slide=id.p106#slide=id.p106

Additional tips teaching RDA

Please see “RDA Teaching & Training Tips”
handout for more ideas.

https://rdatoolkit.org

- Learning Resources

- Resources for educators

- RDA teaching & training tips

RIDIA

Resource Description &

TOOLKIT

This handout offers tips for
educators and trainers who
plan to incorporate RDA
into a course or training
program on knowledge
organization, metadata
schemas, or resource
description (including
cataloguing).

For gquestions or comments
about this handout, email
the author at

elisa@rdatoolkit.org.
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Why teach RDA?

RDA is a package of data elements, guidelines, and instructions for
creating library and cultural heritage resource metadata that are well-
formed according to intemational models for user-focused linked data
applications. RDA is both backwards compatible and future facing
because it can be used in many data environments to praduce flat file
data, bibliographic/authority data, data in relational/object-oriented
databases, or linked open data. Since 2010, RDA has been adopted in §
continents, and remains an importanl standard for libraries.

RDA is regularly updated and accessed through the official RDA Toolkit
Users of the original RDA Toolkit (2010-2020) will find that the
architecture of the site has changed, but the resulting RDA data will look
nearly the same. As Chris Oliver states in Introducing RDA: A Guide to
the Basics After 3R, "RDA in the original RDA Toolkit and in the new
RDA Toolkit is fundamentally the same. It is developed following
the same objectives and principles. There are new aspects, but it
also continues to support the same ways of working as in the
original RDA Toolkit™ '

The official RDA Toolkit complies with current web accessibility
standards while improving maintenance of the standard. The alignment
with IFLA’s Library Reference Model (LRM), which superseded the
Functional Requirements models, and internationalization efforts have
contributed new concepts and terminologies to RDA, but the essence of
RDA is unchanged.

1 Chris Oliver. Introducing RDA: A Guide to the Basics After 3R (Chicago: ALA Editions, 2021), vil



https://rdatoolkit.org/

Approaches to teaching RDA

Assumptions Pedagogical approach Andragogical approach

The learner | Learning relies on the instructor. | Learners are self-directed. Assessment
Instructors evaluate learning. is done by self-evaluation.

Experience | Students have no experience. Learners have some experience.

Readiness Students are told what to master | Any change will spark learners’
in order to make progress. willingness to learn.

Orientation | Each subject has its own natural | Learning is organized around real tasks
sequence of contents to follow. | and problems.

Motivation Students are motivated by Learners seek self-esteem, confidence,
external pressures. and self-actualization.

Adapted from: Clayton Smith and Carson Babich. Chapter 7.4 in Theories of individual and
collective learning. https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/ticl/ CC BY-SA 4.0



https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/ticl/chapter/7-4-pedagogy-andragogy-and-curriculum/

How are other regions supporting

RDA adoption and training?




Translations Working Group, RSC

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/translations-working-group

Chaired by Szabolcs Dancs, Translations Team Liaison Officer,
Hungary.

The original language of RDA is English. The working group works on
translating the RDA text.

Translations underway:

o Partial (vocabularies in the RDA Registry): Greek, Danish,
Dutch, Estonian, German, Turkish, Latvian

o Full (vocabularies in the RDA Registry and RDA text): Italian,
Portuguese, Catalan, Chinese (simplified), Chinese (traditional),
Norwegian, Spanish, Arabic, French, Finnish



https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/translations-working-group

Regional RSC groups

* Each group promotes RDA implementation in their region, helps to
develop the RDA standard, shares information, and collects feedback

from constituents. Each region has its own terms of reference.

o (QOceania RDA Committee (ORDAC)
o European RDA Interest Group (EURIG)
o North American RDA Committee (NARDAC)

RSC is working with RDA Board members to establish representation
from Asia, Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean.

Regional representatives share information and are supportive of each
other’s efforts to increase RDA adoption.



https://www.rdatoolkit.org/oceania
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/northamerica

Wider Community Engagement Officer
(WCEO)

This role is currently filled by Charlene Chou, United States.
The WCEO enables RDA users without regional representatives to
still have their voices heard.

The WCEO works closely with various working groups and other

RSC position holders to help promote and develop RDA as an
international standard.




Case Study:
Official RDA Toolkit training in Canada




Population of Canada

Canada is a federation of 10 provinces
and 3 northern territories.

Canada has a large geographic area but
its population is concentrated to the south.
Population (2021 census): 36,991,981

Current population modelling: 41.6 million
Most of the population lives within 100 km
of the Canada-United States border.

73% live in an urban centre.

5% are Indigenous.

On the map to the right: Red markers show the location
of the 8 accredited Masters programs in Library and
Information Studies (1 in French, 7 in English).



https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220209/dq220209a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-607-x/71-607-x2018005-eng.htm

Languages in Canada

Official languages: English and French
Based on the 2021 census:
o 21.4% identify French as their first official
language (majority language in Quebec)
o 75.5% identify English as their first official

language (majority language elsewhere)
o 18% are bilingual in English and French
o 12.7% speak a non-official language at
home
30% can speak a non-official language
(most frequently spoken: Spanish,

Mandarin, Punjabi, Arabic, Hindi)

LANGUAGE DIVERSITY IN CANADA

In 2021, 10.7 million people in
Canada, or 30% of the population,
could speak a non-official language.
Of these, 10 million (94%) also
knew English or French.

speakers  of speakers

oo D
541% [N 987,000 non-official language
spoken by the most

48.2% _ 942,000 people, followed by
479% _ 838,000 Mandarin and Punjabi.

48.1% [N 761,000
57.9% [N 738,000
538% [ 725,000
518% [N 548,000

51.1% [ 419,000

489% [ 415000

stow [ 337000 w"g‘ ‘;‘ ':"’f( L ;9“( d
530% [ 309,000 from one language to another,
e from 33 for Punjabi to s7f n u
538% [ 233,000

o W o el il
475% [ 209,000 speakers (57.9%).
547% [ 204,000

540% [ 204000

506% [ 145000

550% [ 132,000

483% [l 121,000

523% [ 117,000

48.9%

Source Statlst/cs Canada, Language
diversity in Canada, 2025-01-22.
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-

627-m/11-627-m2025007-eng.htm



https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/220817/dq220817a-eng.htm?indid=32989-1&indgeo=0
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2025007-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2025007-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2025007-eng.htm

RDA Training in Canada Working Group

We are a grassroots group. We come from universities, public libraries, and a
national library across 3 provinces.
We plan to expand our membership, develop online training in both official
languages, and achieve formal status as a national training group.
Our members have delivered several workshops to date:

o Ontario Library Association pre-conference in-person workshops in 2023,

2024, and 2025. Materials: https://ocats.ca/rda-resource-description-
access/

British Columbia Library Association pre-conference in-person workshop,
“Demystifying RDA” in 2025. Materials: https://osf.io/3h2ef/

L’Association des bibliothécaires du Québec - Quebec Library Association
(ABQLA) webinar series in 2025, “Take a bite of the Official RDA Toolkit”.
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https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/PCC-Introductory-RDA-Training-Webinars/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/PCC-Introductory-RDA-Training-Webinars/index.html

RDA Training for Librarians and Staff at
University of Toronto Libraries

Wave 2 (November 2025 - May 2027):
November 2025 - April 2026: Implement wider library
system training, with trainers recruited from Wave 1.

Local trainers may also organize training for their own
libraries, to supplement the system-wide training.
Specialized training to be organized when needed.
(Examples: rare books, music, serials)

April 2026: Cataloguers begin using Official RDA Toolkit.
May 2026 - May 2027: Countdown period for the Original
RDA Toolkit is underway.




Teaching RDA at the University of
Toronto, Faculty of Information (iSchool)

Master of Information (MI) program
Optional course: INF2145 Cataloguing and the
Creation of Bibliographic Data

12 weeks of classes x 3 hours per class
1 class on IFLA LRM

3 classes on RDA (using Official RDA Toolkit)
2 classes on encoding RDA data in MARC 21

Flipped classroom approach: students read and Sca_" QR code
watch a pre-recorded lecture before class; class to view the

) ) ) ] ’ course svyllabus
time is for review and practice.



https://ischool.utoronto.ca/
https://ischool.utoronto.ca/course/creation-and-organization-of-bibliographic-records/

General supports for RDA learning

Introducing RDA: A Guide to the Basics After 3R, by
Chris Oliver (Chicago: ALA Editions, 2020)

RDA Toolkit YouTube channel

RDA Steering Committee (RSC) Presentations
RDA-L on ALA Connect

RDA regional representatives and WCEO

Elisa Sze, RDA Education and Orientation Officer



https://www.alastore.ala.org/content/introducing-rda-guide-basics-after-3r-second-edition
https://www.youtube.com/c/rdatoolkitvideo
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rscpresentations
https://connect.ala.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=1557c8d6-d568-4ba5-b72b-e9b99c7777f2
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/rsc-members

Resources to help educators

RDA Teaching & Training Tips
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Elisa Sze, Education and Orientation Officer, RDA Steering Committee

Under the terms of the Crealive Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0

.
L] (CC BY-SA 4.0) license this work may be copied, redistributed, remixed, transformed,
ermitted uses: see the terms of the
L When provldlng attribution, you may do so in any reasonable manner but not in a way
that suggests endorsement by the RDA Steering Committee (RSC) of any changes

. you may have introduced.
[ ] Education and Orientation Officer. Include the name of your institution, the title of your
course or program, and how the content can be accessed.
.
license.



https://www.rdatoolkit.org/news/rda/learning-resources
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gDCGDlkm-MVmgu9ddpy5EWOyNZP6sSHh/edit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en

Conclusion

Thank you for this invitation to share RDA information with you.

The RDA Steering Committee welcomes feedback on how to support
educators and trainers.

If you have questions or comments about RDA, please contact
Elisa Sze, Education and Orientation Officer, at elisa@rdatoolkit.org or
elisa.sze@utoronto.ca. | would be happy to hear from you.



mailto:elisa@rdatoolkit.org
mailto:elisa.sze@utoronto.ca
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