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To:    Renate Behrens, Chair, RDA Steering Committee  

Cc:        Anne Welsh, RSC Secretary  

From:    Chris Holden, Technical Team Liaison Officer  

Subject:  Technical Working Group Response to RSC/ReligionsWG/2025/1 – Proposal to 

Revise Name of Corporate Body  

 

The Technical Working Group would like to thank the Religions Working Group for identifying 

a specific problem within their area of expertise, and then working to broaden this proposal. We 

agree with both recommendations, and agree that these are good locations within the Toolkit to 

house these broader options.  

 

We also think that this proposal is a good opportunity to examine some gaps in official RDA, 

particularly with regard to glossary definitions for kinds of names. Currently, the RDA glossary 

defines ‘name,’ ‘pseudonym,’ and ‘conventional name’: 

 

name: An appellation of an entity in natural language and phrasing that is used in common 

discourse. 

 

pseudonym: A name used by an agent that is not the real name of the agent. 

 

conventional name: A name, other than the real or official name, by which a corporate body has 

come to be known. 

 

However, this proposal uses the phrase ‘real or official name.’ This phrase is also currently used 

in the definition of ‘conventional name’ in the RDA Glossary, but is not defined in RDA itself. 

This makes the treatment of ‘conventional name’ incomplete in a semantic sense, because 'real 

name' and 'official name' are used in its definition in a semantic context but are not separately 

defined. 

 

After some conversation, we found it difficult to draw a distinction between a ‘real’ and an 

‘official’ name, and decided that it made sense to link these concepts together in one definition 

for ‘real or official name.’ The distinction between a ‘real name’ and an ‘official name’ is not 

important in RDA; the important distinction is between ‘real or official name,’ ‘conventional 

name,’ and ‘pseudonym.’ 

 

We propose the following definition be added to the Toolkit glossary: 
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real or official name: A name that is the first to be assigned to an entity in a formal context, or a 

name that is assigned to an entity for legal, administrative, or scientific purposes. 

 

For this definition, the formal context for the “first” name of a person is registration or 

ceremonial recognition of birth and the assigning agent is one or more parents. However, the 

definition is broad enough that a name “assigned to an entity for legal [or] 

administrative…purposes” would also include a person’s name change for family reasons 

(marriage, divorce, adoption), as well as personal or religious reasons. The definition also covers 

initial assignment of names of places (e.g. 'Uluru' vs 'Ayers Rock') and timespans ('Day of 

Armistice of Compiègne' vs 'Day of the Armistice of 11 November 1918'). 

 

We recognize that the label ‘real or official name’ is unwieldy, and welcome community 

feedback for alternative suggestions. The goal was to make the definition broad enough to apply 

to all RDA entities while recognizing that persons have the agency to choose and change their 

own names. 

 

We propose the following definitions be amended in the Toolkit glossary: 

 

conventional name: A name, other than a real or official name, by which a corporate body has 

come to be known. 

 

to 

 

conventional name: A name, other than a real or official name, that is assigned to an entity 

through common usage. 

 

This broadens the definition without impacting the instructions. Note that the conventional name 

may change through time according to usage. We think that this, along with ‘real or official 

name,’ may be useful for accommodating naming conventions in various cultures. 

 

pseudonym: A name used by an agent that is not the real name of the agent. 

 

to 

 

pseudonym: A name used by an agent that is not the real or official name of the agent. 

 

We also recommend the following element definitions be amended: 

 

real identity of person: A nomen that is a real appellation of a person who uses another nomen. 
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to 

 

real identity of person: A nomen that is a real or official name of a person who uses another 

name. 

 

 

real identity of person of:  A person who has an appellation of person that is a real name. 

 

to 

 

real identity of person of: A person who uses another name who has a real or official name of 

person. 

 

Finally, we propose adding the following text to the “prerecording” section of the Name of RDA 

Entity element, in order to make clear the various kinds of names in RDA: 

 

The term name may refer to: 

● a conventional name 

● a pseudonym 

● a real or official name 

 

 

Recommendation 1: Add a condition option under different names or forms of name for the 

same corporate body.  

 

Approve, with additional recommendations above to solidify the meaning of ‘real or official 

name.’ 

 

Recommendation 2: Add a condition option under conventional name. 

 

Approve, with additional recommendations above to solidify the meaning of ‘real or official 

name.’ 

 

 

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8179ec37-8cc3-3d29-8ca8-d89af8832014
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