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MINUTES 

APRIL 2025 MEETING of the RDA Steering Committee 

Asynchronous, via Basecamp and Zoom 

7-10 April 2025 
  

Attending: 

 

 

Invited Speaker 

 

 

Observers  

Colleen Barbus, RDA Board Chair 

Renate Behrens, RSC Chair 

Charlene Chou, RSC Wider Community Engagement Officer  

Charlotte Christensen, RSC Oceania representative  

Ahava Cohen, RSC Europe representative  

Szabolcs Dancs, RSC Translations Team Liaison Officer 

Jessica Grzegorski, RDA Examples Editor 

James Hennelly, Director, ALA Digital Reference (RDA publisher)  

Christopher Holden, RSC Technical Team Liaison Officer 

Damian Iseminger, Past RSC Technical Team Liaison Officer (observing) 

Robert Maxwell, RSC North America representative  

Elisa Sze, RSC Education and Orientation Officer  

Anne Welsh, RSC Secretary  

 

(Public Session Only) 

Ebe Kartus, NLNZ 

 

(Public Session Only) 

Selma Alexandre, USA 

Adam Baron, USA 

Christine Cross, New Zealand 

Hong Cui, USA 

Thuy-Anh Dang, USA 

Britannia Gammond, Canada 

Kathy Glennan, USA 

Sarah Hovde, USA 

Anoushka McGuire, New Zealand 

Olivera Nastic, Serbia 

Daniel Paradis, Canada 

Teresa Preston, New Zealand 

Joanne Rowan, New Zealand 
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Agenda item numbering continues from the previous meeting. 
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Public Session 

Wednesday 8 April 6-8pm UTC 

 
508    Welcome and review of past action items 

 

508.1 Welcome 

Renate Behrens welcomed observers and invited speaker Ebe Kartus to the Public Session.  

 

 

508.2 Review of past action items 

All actions from the last meeting were completed or in progress. 

 

509 RSC/NARDAC/2025/1 – Proposal on numerals associated with given names  

Renate Behrens invited North America representative Robert Maxwell to introduce the proposal. 

RSC/NARDAC/2025/1 was submitted on 21 February and published on 24 February 2025. 

Written responses were received through February and March and 

RSC/NARDAC/2025/1/summary was prepared and published on 16 March. The only change 

suggested was from the Technical Team Liaison Officer 

(RSC/NARDAC/2025/1/TTWGResponse), who stated that “For consistency, the Glossary 

definition should be in the present tense, with the verb in the first sentence reading as ‘hold’ 

instead of ‘held’. He identified that “The use of ‘name’ in the Glossary definition is ambiguous, 

and the RDA term ‘given name’ would be clearer’. Finally, the Technical Team Liaison Officer 

pointed out that ‘The phrased ‘names of monarchs and other royals or ecclesiastics’ in the 

Glossary does not match the phrase used in the text of RDA … The phrase from the text dates 

back to AACR2 and may be worth reviewing in light of the work of the Religions in RDA 

Working Group”. With all this in mind, RSC/NARDAC/2025/1/TTWGResponse suggested an 

alternative wording, which the North America representative and the rest of the RSC accepted in 

the meeting. 

 

509.1 ACTION: Secretary to prepare RSC/NARDAC/2025/1/Decisions. 

 

509.2 ACTION: Secretary and Technical Team Liaison Officer to implement  

RSC/NARDAC/2025/1/Decisions. 

 
510 Presentation on implementation of Official RDA at Te Puna Mātauranga o  

Aotearoa National Library of New Zealand (NLNZ) 

Renate Behrens introduced Ebe Kartus, who gave a presentation on the current state of play with 

regard to the implementation of Official RDA at Te Puna Mātauranga o Aotearoa National 

Library of New Zealand (NLNZ). This is available on the RDA Toolkit YouTube Channel and a 

link to it has been included on the new Implementing Official RDA webpage and an 

announcement on the RSC news page. Links to these pages were emailed to registered observers 

on 14 April. 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22871
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22895
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22893
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22893
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X2-8zXIyuv0
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/implementingRDA
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/nlnzapril2025
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/nlnzapril2025
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511   Updates 

 

511.1 Working Groups 

 

511.1.1 Renate Behrens provided an overview of the work of the Advisory and Task and Finish 

Working Groups. See Item 519.1 for full details.  

 

511.1.2 Renate Behrens summarised the outcome of the Joint RDA Board / RSC Meeting with 

regard to the Joint Working Group on Artificial Intelligence. See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-

022 Item 016. 

 

511.1.3 RDA Examples Editor Jessica Grzegorski shared a brief update on the recent activities 

of the Examples Working Group. See Item 519.2 for full details.  

 

511.1.4 Technical Team Liaison Officer Chris Holden shared a brief update on the recent 

activities of the Technical Working Group. See Item 519.3 for full details.  

 

511.1.5 Translations Team Liaison Officer Szabolcs Dancs shared a brief update on the recent 

activities of the Translations Working Group. See Item 519.4 for full details.  

 

511.2 Education and Orientation Officer 

Elisa Sze highlighted the presentation she delivered to educators in Latin America, as well as the 

translation of RDA Teaching & Training Tips (RDA Consejos de Enseñanza y Capacitación) 

by Ángela Quiroz Ubierna, which is available on the Learning Resources page she manages on 

the RDA Toolkit website, and encouraged members of the RDA community who would like to 

share their resources on it to contact Elisa in the first instance (elisa@rdatoolkit.org). See also 

RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 021 for more news. 

 

511.3 Regions 

 

511.3.1 Europe 

Europe representative Ahava Cohen shared activities from the region in Quarter 1 of 2025. 

EURIG members have worked on completing implementation of the original Toolkit and 

preparations for the implementation of the Official Toolkit, including full and partial 

translations.  In the interests of time, she kept her verbal update short, but asked for the 

following to be read into the minutes.  

 

511.3.1.1 Catalonia 

The National Library of Catalonia has implemented original RDA in almost all its materials, and 

they are very active in working groups and training programs. They are responsible for the 

translation of RDA toolkit and RDA registry to Catalonian. 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/RSC-EEO-SS2024_final.pdf
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/sites/default/files/uploads/RSC-EOO-2024-1-Spanish-final.pdf
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/news/rda/learning-resources
mailto:elisa@rdatoolkit.org
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
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511.3.1.2 Czech Republic 

The translation of RDA Registry continues and should be finished later this year. At the end of 

last year they published a plan for the changes necessary for the transition to Toolkit Official. 

The transition itself is planned for 2028. 

 

511.3.1.3 Germany 

The German National Library Office for Library Standards (AfS) coordinates the maintenance 

and development of the RDA DACH standard for the DACH region. RDA DACH is being 

developed collaboratively by various STA working groups. In 2024 two releases for RDA 

DACH were published; the next release is currently in preparation.  

 

511.3.1.4 Greece 

The Advisory Committee on Standards, joined by the BCM, ISBD, METATEC and UNIMARC 

Review Groups, the Accessibility Metadata Network, and the Bibliography, Cataloguing, and 

Subject Analysis and Access sections, held its mid-year meeting and symposium at the National 

Library of Greece on 17-20 March 2025. 

 

511.3.1.5 Israel 

On February 25, 2025, Israel capped off its year-long celebration of a decade of RDA with a 

mini-conference attended by 250 cataloguers from public, academic, corporate, and research 

libraries. The day, hosted by the National Library of Israel (NLI), was the last in a series of 

sessions about the past, present, and future of metadata work. Guests in the series included RSC 

Chair Renate Behrens, Abigail Potter and Caroline Saccucci of the Library of Congress, and 

staff from Ex Libris, as well as EURIG representative to the RSC Ahava Cohen and the 

originators of Israeli RDA, Prof. Elhanan Adler and Riny Goldsmith. NLI is currently working 

with the Inter-University Metadata Forum on creating a training program to advance 

implementation of Official RDA and to prepare for BIBFRAME as our metadata encoding 

scheme. Israel continues its policy of contributing members to RSC working and advisory 

groups with our appointees to the Archives group. 

 

511.3.1.6 Italy 

In the URBE network, the introduction of variations to local cataloguing rules based on RDA 

guidelines continues. Parsifal (URBE's portal of the libraries of Roman universities and 

pontifical institutions) and linked data infrastructure: A Wikidata property for agent names, 

P12458, has been defined and populated. We use it in tag 024 MARC21 to refer to entities in the 

central system parsifal.urbe.it. Parsifal has approximately 868,469 agent names, and the 

Wikidata property is currently populated at 25%, with continuous growth. 

On <https://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/standard-identifier.html>, the code 'urbe' has been 

approved as a source of the identifier of Parsifal clusters. 

 

511.3.1.7 Spain 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fparsifal.urbe.it%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cahava.cohen%40nli.org.il%7C38588a7c59ba4fcf907508dd6e1312f0%7Cb05a404f3c1641baab7b281e0159c6f1%7C0%7C0%7C638787750408280318%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xYLU8HeKJ5rAeYyeLJ7iLSp8H3JGLPv9ZGG0CosDhw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loc.gov%2Fstandards%2Fsourcelist%2Fstandard-identifier.html&data=05%7C02%7Cahava.cohen%40nli.org.il%7C38588a7c59ba4fcf907508dd6e1312f0%7Cb05a404f3c1641baab7b281e0159c6f1%7C0%7C0%7C638787750408300040%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wVuEaElIHMy4276lc18sNkqUSXAcd6WtW39rYzlg454%3D&reserved=0


RSC/Minutes/508-520      

12 May 2025 

7 of 15  

  

Biblioteca Nacional de España has recently finished transitioning the cataloging of the last types 

of materials (manuscripts and graphic materials) to RDA. They are now considering the 

completion of the transition in authority records so the entire library will finally be working with 

RDA. This process has taken six years and the vast majority of libraries in Spain are still in the 

transition phase or even deciding whether to implement RDA. The linked open data site 

datos.bne.es has been experiencing technical difficulties for years, which is proving to be a 

significant obstacle for aligning the datos.bne ontology with the RDA registry. 

 

511.3.1.8 United Kingdom 

The British Library has resumed and completed the period of internal user acceptance testing for 

the new Toolkit which was cut short by the October 2023 cyber-attack. User acceptance testers 

drawn from a range of British Library cataloguing workflows were given an orientation in the 

Toolkit and LRM, using a blend of in person, pre-recorded and written content; they were then 

asked to catalogue a set of resources for their workflows, using the Toolkit in combination with 

British Library application profiles, policy statements and policy guidance documents. Feedback 

on the process was gathered from testers in the form of verbal interviews and written forms. 

This feedback is currently being analyzed and broken down into categories identifying 

insufficient, superfluous, inconsistent, ambiguous content etc. Once the analysis of feedback is 

complete, then the British Library will determine what mitigations to local guidance are 

necessary prior to a wider roll out of the Toolkit to staff later in the year. In addition, the British 

Library has contributed to several Uncataloguing events in collaboration with other 

organizations represented on UKCoR. The Uncataloguing event model involves a series of 

presentations being given on the LRM entity structure, methods of keyword extraction and 

access point creation; these are followed by hands on exercises in which event participants 

extract keywords, then create access points in a paper-based environment which models both 

local and community-based cataloguing decisions. Uncataloguing events in 2024 were run at the 

University of Birmingham and British Film Institute.  The British Library also continues to 

engage with the RSC, attending open meetings and contributing to RDA mapping work in the 

context of the RSC’s MARC 21 Alignments Taskforce.   

 

511.3.1.9 EURIG Meeting 

In the Joint Meeting of the RDA Board and RSC, Ahava highlighted the upcoming EURIG 

Meeting (22-23 May, Stockholm) (RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 019.3). 

 

511.3.2 North America 

North America representative Robert Maxwell highlighted the following activities. 

 

511.3.2.1 NARDAC Update Forum 

This will be held online on Monday 14 April and will be mostly devoted to hearing from 

colleagues in New Zealand about their experiences implementing Official RDA. The Forum 

recording will be shared on the RDA Toolkit YouTube Channel as usual. 

 

511.3.2.2 Preconference Workshop at ALA Annual  

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe/eurig-annual-meeting-22-23-may-2025
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe/eurig-annual-meeting-22-23-may-2025
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd5pa3AoQIr17wESE9YHcnw
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At ALA Annual on 27 June NARDAC is planning on sponsoring a preconference workshop 

jointly sponsored with the Program for Cooperative Cataloging Standing Committee on Training 

RDA Training TG: Monographs. This is the description that will be posted: 

 

“Preconference Event. Friday 6/27, all day (8:00am-4:00pm) paid event. A Joint Workshop with 

NARDAC and PCC SCT RDA Training Task Group: Monographs -- ** Participants should 

bring a laptop to participate in this pre-conference.** The workshop will preview some of the 

PCC RDA Training Phase II work as well as a sampling of the bridge training that is being 

prepared. It will focus on identifying changes in cataloging practice relating to the official RDA 

Toolkit and relevant documentation, including LC-PCC Policy Statements and Metadata 

Guidance Documentation (MGD). Examples, hands-on exercises, interactive Q&A will be 

provided in the workshop to help catalogers prepare for cataloging using official RDA.” 

 

511.3.2.3 Upcoming proposals 

NARDAC is preparing several proposals – one suggesting a revision to the variant access point 

for corporate body element and another looking at inconsistencies in the transcribed 

manifestation elements related to source of information.  

 

511.3.2.4 Updates from the North America Representative to the Board 

See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 019.5 for updates from Judith Cannan, the North 

America Representative to the RDA Board. 

 

511.3.3 Oceania 

See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 019.6 for updates from RSC Oceania 

Representative Charlotte Christensen and Oceania Representative to the Board Julia Hickie. 

 

511.3.4 Africa, Asia and Latin America and Caribbean  

See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Items 019.1, 019.2 and 019.4 for updates from the 

African, Asian and Latin American and Caribbean Representatives to the Board, Rania Osman, 

Haliza Jailani and Ángela Quiroz Ubierna. 

 

511.4 Wider Community Engagement Officer 

Charlene Chou highlighted her next trip to Asia and the work she does as liaison between the 

Joint RDA Board /RSC Working Group on Artificial Intelligence and the PCC Task Force on 

AI. See also her update to the Joint RDA Board / RSC Meeting (RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-

022 Item 020). 

 

511.5 ALA Digital Reference 

See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 015 for James Hennelly’s report on recent 

activities. 

 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
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512 Follow-up from Joint Meeting of the RDA Board and RSC 

Renate Behrens shared that the RDA Board and RSC had met online on Monday 7 April (RSC-

RDABoard/Minutes/010-022). Topics had included the approval of new terms of reference for 

the Joint RDA Board / RSC Working Group on Artificial Intelligence (Item 016), updates from 

the Regions (Item 019), including Africa, Asia, and Latin America and the Caribbean (which 

currently have representatives at Board level but not RSC level) and the start of discussions on 

the RDA Board Strategy 2026-2028 (Item 012).  

 

513 RSC/Chair/2025/9 – Protocol between the RSC and the BIBFRAME community 

represented by the Share Family / Share-VDE Advisory Council 

Renate Behrens shared that she had been working with representatives from the Share Family / 

Share-VDE Advisory Council over the last year to develop a protocol between the BIBFRAME 

community and the RSC. This process was now in its final stages, with a final draft before the 

RSC for approval. It would then go to the Share Family / Share-VDE Advisory Council again 

before publication. In answer to a question from observers under AOB (Item 520.1.1), she 

confirmed that protocols operate at a formal, strategic level, but that for any protocol there is 

always more chance of practical implications because the protocol exists. RSC/Chair/2025/9 - 

Protocol between the RSC and the Share Family / Share-VDE Advisory Council was published 

on 15 April with an accompanying news item.   

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22930
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22930
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/ShareFamilyProtocol
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Executive Session 

Monday 7 – Thursday 10 April  

 
514 Annual Report 

The RSC finalised its Annual Report for 2024 during the meeting and the Secretary published it 

on Thursday 10 April as RSC/AnnualReport/2024, along with a brief news item on the RSC 

website.  

 

515 Discussion on potential new Working Group 

In the January Meeting, Renate Behrens asked RSC members to think about the possibility of a 

Music Working Group (RSC/Minutes/500-507 Item 504.1.4). After discussion in the April 

Meeting, it was decided that there was both capacity and will to establish an Advisory Working 

Group for Music.  

 

515.1 ACTION: Chair and Secretary to add discussion of next steps to agenda for April  

Meeting of the Executive Committee. 

 

515.2 ACTION: Chair and Secretary to add progress report on establishment of Music  

Working Group to agenda for July Meeting of the RSC. 

 

516 Annual Refresh of the Operations Documents 

The RSC approved updates to Operations 4 and Operations 5 to incorporate a change in 

timescales proposed by NARDAC and to bring the text up-to-date with current practice. 

RSC/Operations/4/2025 and RSC/Operations/5/2025 were published on 14 April.  

 

517 Fast Track Proposals  

Szabolcs Dancs prepared two Fast Track proposals which were discussed by the RSC Monday 7 

– Wednesday 10 April. A vote was held on them on Thursday 11 April. 

 

517.1 FT2025-1 

This proposal sought to clarify the language used for “base access points” to “base of access 

points” which is clearer for many of the translators. This was approved with a small amendment 

by all voting members of the RSC.  

 

517.1.1 “Noun forms (Singular/plural)” 

FT2025-1 also presented a test case for the longstanding editorial procedure of using singular 

forms for elements. In recent years there have been many suggestions to use plural noun forms 

despite the Terminology Guidance being very clear that “A singular noun in RDA guidance, 

instructions, and element definitions also implies the plural unless otherwise indicated 

explicitly” (RDA 68.13.14.09). Voting members of the RSC confirmed that this rule is still the 

case and reinforced the RSC Secretary’s position in turning down requests from translators to 

render English nouns in plural form in the text of RDA.  

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22920
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/annualreport2024
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/annualreport2024
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22885
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22928
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22929
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-34cb8e05-b0c7-3cba-8cd3-bbb574e18b37/section_qtp_g3f_ghb
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517.2 FT2025-2 

This proposal sought to remove redundant phrasing from an element. It was approved by all 

voting members of the RSC. 

 

517.3 ACTION:  Secretary to prepare RSC/FT2025-1/Decisions and RSC/FT2025- 

2/Decisions 

 

517.4 ACTION: Technical Team Liaison Officer and Secretary to implement  

RSC/FT2025-1/Decisions and RSC/FT2025-2/Decisions 

 

518 Update on conversations with respondents to soft-deprecate elements survey 

Keeping his promise in the January meeting (RSC/Minutes/500-507 Item 506.1.3.1), Past Chair 

of the Technical Working Group Damian Iseminger contacted respondents to the survey on soft-

deprecated terms. He gained further information on why some respondents are continuing to use 

soft-deprecated terms and an insight into some concerns. These include the following. 

 

518.1 Note on manifestation 

In several cases, RDA recommends that the user record a “note on manifestation” but a survey 

respondent noted that “in almost every case where ‘note on manifestation’ is recommended as 

an alternative [to the soft-deprecated term the survey respondent is using] the range of options it 

offers is less comprehensive than that at the more specific element which is not preferred.” 

 

518.2 Differing interpretations of ISBD 

The interpretation of parallel elements as being effective subtypes in ISBD was disputed. 

 

518.3 Some soft-deprecated elements not yet evaluated by survey respondent(s) 

A survey respondent highlighted that in their institution audiovisual elements have still to be 

tested and evaluated. 

 

518.4 Continued operations in a flat-file environment 

A survey respondent stated that “atomization of linked data applications is not relevant to a flat 

file cataloguing environment and the existing concept of parallel elements is more specific in 

nature than that of manifestation statements which cover transcribed information more 

generally.” 

 

518.5 Speed of change 

A respondent stated their will to move from soft-deprecated terms but a concern about the speed 

at which they could effect the change.  

 

518.6 Commitment to following the proposals procedure to deprecate soft-deprecated 

terms 

In response to a question under AOB in the Public Session about the process that would be 

followed to deprecate soft-deprecated terms, Damian Iseminger stressed that the usual RSC 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22885
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processes would be followed before full deprecation of any term. The RSC will not take a 

unilateral decision to remove elements. In discussion during the Executive Session, members of 

the RSC who served during the 3R Project said they understood why members of the wider 

RDA cataloguing community may have been under the impression that terms would be removed 

at speed, because the 3R Project was tasked with making a large number of changes quickly. 

However, the soft-deprecation process took place precisely because the RSC was aware that 

they must not move too quickly for the wider community, who are already working hard to 

prepare for the move from Original RDA to Official RDA. RSC Chair Renate Behrens stressed 

again that the point of the soft-deprecated terms survey was two-fold: to find out where and how 

the terms were being used and to alert those behind the curve that there were terms that had 

been soft-deprecated. As we heard in Ebe Kartus’s presentation (Item 510), NLNZ made a 

decision in their implementation of Official RDA not to use any soft-deprecated terms. In the 

Q&A for Ebe’s presentation, there was a specific question about this decision when it came to 

rare books cataloguing, and Ebe responded that she would have to refer to her colleagues who 

undertake this activity.  

 

518.6.1 DCRMR 

In the Executive Session, RSC Examples Editor Jessica Grzegorski, who was a co-editor of 

DCRMR and is still active on the team for RBMS Policy Statements, shared that there are some 

soft-deprecated terms in the present text of DCRMR and the editorial team was working on this 

– their priority is to offer the rare books cataloguing community cataloguing guidelines that are 

compatible with RDA. In response to a question from the RSC Secretary, she was able to 

provide a list of the soft-deprecated terms that are still present in the current text of DCRMR. 

 

518.6.2 Proposals for batches of terms 

In practical terms, the route forward will involve deprecating terms in batches, beginning with 

those that are known not to be in use.  

 

518.7 ACTION: Chris Holden to present a plan for next steps with soft-deprecated terms at  

the July Meeting. It is clear that there is expertise in the wider RDA  

community, so the objective of the plan at this point is discussion.  

 

518.8 ACTION: Chair and Secretary to add soft-deprecation discussion to the agenda for  

the Executive Session online call in the July Meeting and the Public 

Session Zoom Meeting. 

 

518.9 ACTION:  Chair and Secretary to add soft-deprecation discussion to the agenda for  

the April, May and June Executive Committee Meetings. 

 

519 Updates from Working Groups 

 

519.1 Task and Finish / Advisory Working Groups 
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519.1.1 Extent Working Group 

Working Group Chair Thomas Brenndorfer is aiming to keep the 19 May submission deadline 

for proposals he was given for the July Meeting. See also RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 

Item 017.1. 

 

519.1.2 Religions in RDA Working Group 

After the Passover holiday, the Chair of the Working Group David Roth will work with the 

Group to identify appropriate places for the generalised instructions they were asked to find in 

November (RSC/Minutes/483-499 Item 487.1). 

 

519.1.3 Archives Working Group 

The Working Group had its last meeting on 4 March, at which their Chair was confirmed as 

Martin Lüpold from the University in Basel, Switzerland. An updated charge document was 

presented for approval. It was agreed and subsequently published as RSC/Chair/2025/11. 

 

519.2 Examples Working Group 

RDA Examples Editor Jessica Grzegorski shared that the Examples Working Group continues to 

create full examples for a variety of resource types. To facilitate this work, the WG created a 

preliminary style guide for full examples. It is currently for internal use, but the WG may create 

a public version in the future if translators or other RDA communities find it useful. So far, the 

WG has drafted examples for monographs, a documentary film on DVD, a collection aggregate, 

and translated text. Work is underway on descriptions of a rare book in Latin, notated music, 

and a database. The Examples Editor will consult with Jamie over the next several months to 

determine the best methods for displaying the full examples both in the Toolkit and on the RDA 

website. 

 

519.2.1 Update to RDA Examples Editorial Guide 

An update to RSC/ExamplesEditor/2023/1 was presented to the RSC. Jessica Grzegorski drew 

particular attention to an appendix dealing with takedown of problematic material as and when 

needed. After fulsome discussion, an amended version was approved by voting members of the 

RSC and subsequently published as RSC/ExamplesEditor/2025/1. 

 

519.3 Technical Working Group 

 

519.3.1  Github Update 

Technical Team Liaison Officer Chris Holden shared that he and Past Technical Working Group 

Chair Damian Iseminger had collaborated on a Github update, which takes into account some of 

the new work of the translators. There were also some issues that needed fixed with the ranges 

of unconstrained elements and a few other minor fixes. The new update was published on the 

RDA Registry on March 21st. 

 

519.3.2 Proposal(s) under preparation 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22967
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22848
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22924
http://hdl.handle.net/11213/20837
https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22927
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The Technical Team Liaison Officer has communicated with the Extent Working Group Chair 

about the elements expression:duration and work:duration of representative expression. There 

are some issues regarding these elements that have been identified both by the Extent Working 

Group and some others. The Extent Working Group is busy preparing other proposals, and 

thought it would be best that the Technical Working Group work on the duration issues. The 

Technical Working Group will do this, with the intent to have a proposal ready for the 

November meeting. 

 

519.3.3 Fast Track proposals under preparation 

The RSC Secretary and Translations Team Liaison Officer passed along to the Technical Team 

Liaison Officer several issues raised by the translators regarding consistency in definitions. 

While these will not be major changes, most of them are significant enough that they'll need to 

be submitted as Fast Track proposals. The Technical Working Group will work on these for the 

July meeting. 

 

519.3.4 LRMoo 

The Technical Working Group discussed the new LRMoo and its relationship with RDA; there 

are discussions regarding the value of creating a mapping from RDA to LRMoo. The group also 

recently fielded questions regarding joint pseudonyms (i.e., pseudonymous nomens used by 

multiple agents), as well as transliteration schemes for nomens in RDA, and relationships 

between works created by AI and the AI software itself; the current discussions on these 

subjects are ongoing. 

 

519.3.5 Soft-deprecated terms 

The Past Chair of the Technical Working Group had been in contact with some users of the soft-

deprecated elements, and gained more clarity on how, exactly, these elements are currently 

being used in certain cataloguing communities. (See Item 518 for full discussion). 

 

519.4 Translations Working Group 

Translations Team Liaison Officer Szabolcs Dancs provided an overview of activities since the 

last RSC Meeting. See also RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 018.3 (forthcoming) 

 

519.4.1 Outreach Activities 

Szabolcs Dancs has had correspondence with Eastern European colleagues regarding their 

interest in translating RDA and in an online workshop. He has coordinated with the EURIG 

committee in organizing the translators’ meeting which will be held during the EURIG meeting 

in Stockholm, 22-23 May. 

 

519.4.2 Liaison Activities 

Szabolcs highlighted the Turkish translation of RDA Reference, the Catalan translation and the 

Hungarian translations. He had also prepared two Fast Track proposals (Item 517). Szabolcs 

also shared his planned future activities, which remain business confidential until completed.  

 

https://repository.ifla.org/items/94aedb49-2d6e-4a6d-9974-f33abb7e3c0e
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe/eurig-annual-meeting-22-23-may-2025
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe/eurig-annual-meeting-22-23-may-2025
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519.5 Joint RDA Board and RSC Working Group on Artificial Intelligence 

In the Joint RDA Board / RSC Meeting on 7 April, the updated Terms of Reference and charge 

for the AI Working Group were discussed and approved. They were subsequently published as 

RSC/Chair/2025/10. See RSC-RDABoard/Minutes/010-022 Item 016 (forthcoming). 

 

 

520 AOB (Any Other Business) and thanks from the Chair 

 

520.1 Public Session AOB 

 

520.1.1  Protocol with the BIBFRAME Community 

See Item 513. 

 

520.1.2  Update on plans to deprecate terms 

In response to a question from an observer, Past Chair of the Technical Working Group Damian 

Iseminger shared that the further feedback he had obtained from respondents to the survey on 

soft-deprecated terms was on the agenda for the Executive Session (See Item 518). Further 

discussion with observers led to the public commitment that terms will not be deprecated 

without going through the usual proposals process (Item 518.6). 

 

520.2 Executive Session AOB 

 

520.2.1  Diversity and Inclusion 

There was some discussion about the methods used for discussion and their accessibility.  

 

Approved by the RSC 

12 May 2025 

 

 

https://hdl.handle.net/11213/22923

