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3 truths we can't ignore

AI can not 
catalog as 
well as an 

experienced 
cataloger
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3 truths we can't ignore

We have too few 
experienced 

catalogers & too 
much material 
waiting to be 

processed
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3 truths we can't ignore

Library 
administrators 

are caught in the 
hype cycle
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What this talk is — and isn't — about

• Descriptive cataloging
• Off-the-shelf & adjacent tools
• RDA compatibility
o MARC generation

• What the RSC is doing

• Environmental impact
• Geopolitical inequities
• Ethical concerns
• Practical staffing implications
• RDA Toolkit copyright issues
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How can 
AI help? 
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Examples
• OCR
• QA (inconsistencies)
• Subject analysis 
o Annif
o LCSH Recommender

• Classification
• Deduplication suggestions
• Transliteration
• Translation

Skills

• Old school computing
• Rapid processing of 

massive data
• Pattern recognition 
• Drawing conclusions / 

suggestions from similar data
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https://chatgpt.com
/g/g-YQm6gByUe-
catmelk

“CATMELK, a custom GPT model created with ChatGPT 
4 could effectively convert images from books’ title, 
copyright and cover pages into RDA compliant MARC21 
records…. CATMELK can create RDA-compliant catalog 
records from images captured through a mobile phone, 
without the need of human mediated textual prompts.“

https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk
https://chatgpt.com/g/g-YQm6gByUe-catmelk


June 29, 202614

Where AI 
fails RDA
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Heng, G., Lampron, P., & Han, M.-J. (2026). 

Generative AI Meets Cataloging Practice: 

Findings from a Comparative Pilot 

Study. Information Technology and 
Libraries, 45(2)
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Joint RDA Board and RSC 
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Evolutionof the Joint RDA Board / 
RSC AI Working Group

2024–2025

UNDERSTAND AI
• Survey production AI
• Assess AI & RDA
• Explore ethics, copyright & IP
• Gauge community attitudes

Deliverables
✓ Research report
✓ Survey
✓ Progress reports

2025–2026

DEFINE STANDARDS FOR AI
• Investigate production systems
• Define RDA-compliant AI metadata
• Minimum compliant datasets
• Quality criteria & AI QA
• AI Toolkit guidance
• Transparency & provenance

Deliverables
✓ Standards recommendations
✓ Toolkit guidance
✓Metadata documentation
✓ Progress reports

SHIFT IN FOCUS: Asking whether AI should be used with RDA → 
Defining how AI-generated metadata can be demonstrably RDA compliant.

Out of scope: Ethics • 
Copyright • Environment
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What 
Cataloger
s Told Us



June 29, 202625

The white paper
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/sites/default/files/uploads/RSC_Papers_2025_1.pdf

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/sites/default/files/uploads/RSC_Papers_2025_1.pdf
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Breaking news
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Breaking news

https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962

https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962
https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962
https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962
https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962
https://journals.cilip.org.uk/catalogue-and-index/article/view/962
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