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Prelude



What is RDA?

RDA = Resource Description and Access

● Subscription-based international cataloging standard published online as RDA Toolkit 
(access.rdatoolkit.org)

● First published in 2010 as successor to Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules, 2nd ed. (AACR2) 
and based on Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR) and similar 
conceptual models

● Significantly revised and realigned with Library Reference Model (LRM) in 2019
● Both versions currently available (2010 = “Original RDA Toolkit”; 2019 = “Official RDA Toolkit”)
● Original RDA Toolkit will cease to exist in current form on May 11, 2027

http://access.rdatoolkit.org
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/830
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/40.2


What are policy statements?

● Guidance within RDA Toolkit that defines application or interpretation of, or 
deviation from, specific RDA instructions

● Policy statement sets maintained by separate national libraries, 
organizations, and communities of practice (e.g., British Library, LC-PCC, 
Music Library Association (MLA))

● Serve similar purpose to what Library of Congress Rule Interpretations 
(LCRIs) did for AACR2

● Not part of base RDA text; individual groups maintain and update their own 
policy statements



Development of the RBMS Policy 
Statements



Policy statements: a brief timeline

● 2010  – RDA released
● 2011  – BSC decided to base future iterations of DCRM on RDA 
● 2012  – DCRM/RDA Task Force created
● 2013  – RDA implemented by LC and the PCC
●               Proposal to develop DCRM based on RDA
● 2014  – Decision to create policy statements for RDA 



Policy statements: a brief timeline

● 2016 – Launch of the 3R Project
● 2017 – Initial draft of the policy statements completed
● 2018 – Policy Statement subgroup / RBMS-PS
● 2019 – Revised RDA Toolkit released
●               BSC pivoted to integrating resources + policy statements
● 2020 – Editorial Group began work on a RDA-aligned DCRM



Policy statements: a brief timeline

● 2022 – DCRMR published
●               Work on policy statements re-started
● 2023 – Internal review of DCRMR policy statements
●
● 2025 – BSC review of policy statements complete
●               RBMS-PS published in the Official RDA Toolkit



Using and Interpreting RBMS Policy 
Statements



Landing page for RBMS PS in RDA Toolkit: Policies > RBMS PS



Statements available for hyperlinked entities}



● Policy statement 
landing pages for 
individual elements 
show statements 
but not RDA 
instructions

● Viewing statements 
alongside 
instructions requires 
Toolkit subscription



Access RBMS Policy Statements within Toolkit from dropdown menu in right rail



Toolkit settings configured to display RBMS PS by default

● Possible to configure custom view 
in Toolkit to default to displaying 
RBMS PS as primary set

● Select “RBMS PS” from “Primary 
Policy” dropdown

● Instructions for creating profiles and 
managing views available in RDA 
training documentation from PCC 
(loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/index.ht
ml)
○ Module 4 (slides 14-15)
○ Module 7 (slides 3-10)

https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/index.html


RBMS Policy Statements for Name of publisher element



Why are RBMS Policy Statements structured this way?

● Limited space for text in the right rail of the Toolkit (i.e., brevity is best)
● Instructions in DCRMR are tailored to rare materials catalogers, while RDA 

is for a general audience; easier to direct users to DCRMR for specific, 
clarifying information then to reproduce text in RDA

● Boilerplate text simplifies editorial process of writing and revising policy 
statements

● Reusing boilerplate text reduces number of typos and other errors



● All RDA Toolkit content 
(including policy 
statements) is coded in 
DITA (XML-based 
standard)

● Key feature of DITA: 
reusability of content via 
key references

● Boilerplate language 
populated from a single 
document minimizes 
need to manually type 
every word in every PS

Backend view of RBMS Policy Statement in DITA markup



Anatomy of a policy statement in RDA Toolkit

● Solid line denotes the beginning of a 
policy statement

● Dashed line denotes the end of a policy 
statement

● “Send to Back” function places an 
overlapping policy statement behind the 
one above to make full text of PS above 
visible



Using “Send to Back” function



A few more considerations

● More than 3,000 elements in RDA element set, but RBMS Policy Statements 
cover only a fraction of them

● RBMS Policy Statements tied to DCRMR; if DCRMR does not cover an element 
or particular condition in RDA, there will be no RBMS PS

● DCRMR focuses heavily on manifestation- and item-level RDA elements
● Catalogers must rely on RDA Toolkit and possibly other policy statements 

(e.g., LC-PCC) for elements out of scope for DCRMR and RBMS PS (e.g., agent 
elements often used for authority work)



Live Demo
🤞



RBMS and Library of Congress-Program for 

Cooperative Cataloging (LC-PCC) Documentation



RBMS and Library of Congress Documentation

● 1981 - Bibliographic Description of Rare Books (BDRB) 
● 1991, revised 1998 - Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Books 

(DCRB) 
● 2007 - Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (Books) 

(DCRM(B)) 
● 2022 - Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (RDA 

Edition) (DCRMR) 



RBMS and PCC (Program for Cooperative Cataloging) 
Documentation

● The BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) for original RDA 
includes provisions for cataloging rare materials

● Rare materials instructions are included for these DCRM 
manuals: books, cartographic, graphics, and music



DCRM and RDA

Bibliographic Standards Committee (BSC) statement on DCRM and RDA 

Books - Apply one of the following:

1. Catalog according to DCRMR for description cataloging and the 
official RDA toolkit for access points

2. Create RDA records by applying the provisions for rare materials 
included in the RDA BIBCO Standard Record (BSR)

DCRM and RDA https://rbms.info/dcrm/rda/

https://rbms.info/dcrm/rda/


 PCC BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) RDA Metadata Application Profile, April 26, 2024 revision 

● The BSR for original RDA includes provisions for rare materials 
● The applicable DCRM manual(s) and relevant section numbers 

are included

PCC BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) for Original RDA

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibco/documents/PCC-RDA-BSR.pdf


PCC BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) RDA Metadata Application Profile, April 26, 2024 revision 

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibco/documents/PCC-RDA-BSR.pdf


Official RDA BSR Introduction - Beta Version
Guidelines for Rare Materials (Books, Cartographic Resources, 
Graphics, and Notated Music)

The rare materials provisions in the BSR are closely aligned with the 
provisions of Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (DCRM) and may 
be used with any resources deemed rare by the cataloging agency. 

As is the case with the general provisions of the BSR, the rare 
materials provisions represent an essential set of elements to which 
other elements can be added. They are not intended to reproduce or 
replace DCRM, and elements in DCRM not in the BSR can certainly be 
included in the record.

BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) Official RDA Metadata Application Profile: Introduction
Beta version for training purposes, March 2026, Program for Cooperative Cataloging

https://rbms.info/dcrm/


Official RDA BSR Introduction - Beta Version
The BSR may also be used together with guidelines and policy 
statements provided by user communities. While many of these 
policies have been included in the BSR, referring to the primary 
documentation of these communities is highly recommended. 
Currently, the BSR references selected guidelines from the music, rare 
materials … communities.

Guidelines adjacent to the BSR include:
● Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials for Official RDA (DCRMR)
● DCRM manuals (Cartographic materials, Graphic materials, Music)

BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) Official RDA Metadata Application Profile: Introduction
Beta version for training purposes, March 2026, Program for Cooperative Cataloging

https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmr/
https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmc/
https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmg/
https://rbms.info/dcrm/dcrmm/


BSR for Official RDA--Beta Version



BSR for Official RDA--Beta Version

Rare materials: For rare materials, in most cases, transcribe all 
names of publisher (see DCRMR 5.22.31; DCRM(C,G,M,S) 4C6). 
Record a fictitious or false name of publisher as it appears on the 
manifestation. Record a real value known from another source of 
information. If a name of publisher is known to be fictitious or 
incorrect, supply a correction in square brackets (see DCRMR 
5.22.34, DCRM (C,G,M) 4C5)



BSR for Official RDA + LC-PCC Policy Statements

The BSR is intended to be used with the Library of Congress - 
Program for Cooperative Cataloging (LC-PCC) policy 
statements found in the official RDA Toolkit



RDA Toolkit 
Citation #
13.20.54.33

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-8fb9e501-1ef9-3b1f-9afa-078737576947/ad16dcbe-e7dd-4a22-b672-748df6792d07


BSR for Official RDA + LC-PCC Policy Statements + 
Metadata Guidance Documentation
The BSR is intended to be used with the Library of Congress - 
Program for Cooperative Cataloging (LC-PCC) policy statements 
found in the official RDA Toolkit and the Metadata Guidance 
Documentation (MGDs) available on the LC website

https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/

https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/


BSR for Official RDA + LC-PCC Policy Statements + 
Metadata Guidance Documentation
MGDs are also linked in the relevant LC-PCC policy statements

RDA Toolkit 
Citation #
82.98.60.69

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/en-US_ala-26b84eaa-054e-3c8c-8933-8760b9b2046f/099bc460-92a1-4851-93e9-13f26a085984


Metadata Guidance Documentation

Currently, only the following MGDs have provisions for rare 
materials
● Basic Cataloging Decisions
● Relationship WEMI-WEMI
● Transcription-Punctuation
● String Encoding Schemes: Scale
● Entities > Manifestation > place of publication



MGD Example - Transcription-Punctuation

https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/mg-transcriptionPunctuation.pdf


RBMS and Library of Congress-Program for 
Cooperative Cataloging Documentation

● DCRMR
● DCRM(C,G,M)
● Official RDA Toolkit
● LC-PCC Policy Statements
● Metadata Guidance Documentation



Looking Ahead



Maintenance

● New releases of the RDA Toolkit occur three times a year
● RBMS RDA Editorial Group reviews upcoming changes to the Toolkit and edits 

PSs accordingly



Maintenance

● When published, new releases are 
announced in the News module of the RDA 
Toolkit homepage



Maintenance

● More detailed release notes are shared 
under Resources > Revision history



Maintenance

● Substantive revisions to RBMS Policy Statements will be announced by the 
RBMS RDA Editorial Group on DCRM-L

● Subscribe to DCRM-L at https://listserver.lib.byu.edu/mailman/listinfo/dcrm-l 

https://listserver.lib.byu.edu/mailman/listinfo/dcrm-l


Ongoing Development

● Considering areas for new policy statement development
● RBMS Policy Statements will be revised to accommodate future 

developments in RDA, like adding or deprecating elements
● RBMS Policy Statements will be revised as additional DCRM manuals are 

integrated into DCRMR
● Before new policy statements are added to the Toolkit, drafts are circulated to 

the BSC for comment



Questions or concerns?

Reach out to dcrm.rda@gmail.com 

mailto:dcrm.rda@gmail.com

