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overview 

    

● overview of OLAC Best Practices

● adapting from Original to Official RDA

● development of application profile, policy statements

● getting to know the Toolkit

● what's next
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OLAC Best Practices

● long history of Best Practices for aspects of audiovisual (and 
later e-resources and objects) cataloging

● 2017-2022: DVD and Blu-ray, Video Games, Objects, Streaming 
Media

● 2023: "Unified" Best Practices
○ 2025: Digital Media Storage Devices
○ 2026: Official RDA Metadata Application Profile and Policy 

Statements
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Unified Best Practices

Screenshot of title page

40 NARDAC Forum at ALA Annual June 27, 2026



NARDAC Forum at ALA Annual

Formation of Official RDA task force

● Unified Best Practices task force recognized need to prepare 
for Official RDA

● proposed Official RDA task force to CAPC in 2022
● Sarah Hovde and Treshani Perera coordinated formation of 

task force in summer/fall 2022
● met with Marcia Barrett and Joshua Hutchinson fall 2022: 

goals, resources, advice
● Official RDA Task Force began work in earnest spring 2023
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OLAC UBP in Official RDA Task Force 
charge 
● Investigate the processes for creating application profiles, 

policy statements, and metadata guidance documents in 
the Official RDA Toolkit.

● Determine how the OLAC Unified Best Practices (UBP) 
document could be integrated into the Toolkit using these 
forms of guidance.

● Proceed with creating the appropriate documentation to 
make UBP guidance available through the Toolkit.
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Official RDA task force work: MAP development

● divided into sub-groups by format to review OLAC Best Practices 
for relevant guidance

● mapped Best Practice Recommendations to RDA elements
○ spreadsheet format adapted from MLA application profile

● after first pass, combined work into single "consolidated 
spreadsheet"

● several rounds of revision and expansion, internal and external 
review
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Official RDA task force work: MAP components

● Official RDA elements
● OLAC Best Practice Recommendations and additional notes
● applicable formats
● VES and SES recommendations
● Official RDA links, Original RDA rule names/numbers and links
● MARC mapping
● included in UBP?
● "Core" status and relevant MGDs
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Official RDA task force work: policy statements

● in 2024, began learning Official Toolkit editing

● four task force members volunteered to work with Toolkit

● met with MLA, LC-PCC, and RDA 

● compare methods for developing and formatting policy statements

● begin writing boilerplate, policy statements (full task force)

● prepare for ingest into Toolkit
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Final products

● Metadata application profile (MAP)
● Policy statements (PS)
● Introductory document
● All freely available 

○ Introductory document in OLAC repository
○ links to MAP and PS spreadsheets

● Policy statements also available within Toolkit
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Up next for OLAC

● Task force –> Best Practices Maintenance Committee (BPMC)
● BPMC will maintain and update MAP and policy statements 

moving forward
● will also maintain and update other Best Practices resources

○ currently: integrating Digital Media Storage Devices into 
Unified guide
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OLAC Unified Best Practices in Official RDA 
Task Force members

Sarah Hovde* (2022-2026) 
John Dickson* (2022-2026) 
Robert Freeborn* (2022-2026) 
Peggy Griesinger (2022-2026) 
Jeannette Ho* (2022-2026) 
Junghae Lee* (2022-2026) 
Nicole Lewis (2022-2026) 
Treshani Perera (2022-2026) 

*members with asterisks are also serving on BPMC

Madeleine Boyer (2022-2023) 
Liza Campbell (2022-2023) 
Sherab Chen (2022-2023) 
Jessica Hayden (2023-2024) 
David Norris (2022) 
Diana Simpson (2023-2024) 
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Questions?for Sarah

shovde@umd.edu
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