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Official RDA (access.rdatoolkit.org)



RDA Descriptions for Works and Expressions



Elements of an RDA description of a work

• Preferred title of work (LC/PCC core)
• Identifier for work (LC/PCC core)
• Category of work (original RDA Form of work)
• Date of work
• Place of origin of work
• Distinguishing characteristic of work (from original RDA)
• Two non-RDA elements we can also record:

• Audience Characteristics – MARC 385
• Creator/Contributor Characteristics – MARC 386



Preferred title of work



Preferred title of work

In 1920 Leonide Massine created a 
choreography for Stravinsky’s Весна 
священная = Vesna svi︠a︡shchennai︠a︡
(The rite of spring) that was originally 
titled—in French—Le sacre du 
printemps. Which of three (four?) 
possible titles do we chose?

Preferred title = Sacre 
du printemps



Preferred title of work

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
370 ## $g Paris (France) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Rite of spring
430 #0 $w nne $a Rite of spring (Choreographic work : Massine)



Variant title of work

Massine’s choreography is 
known in English-speaking 
countries as The rite of 
spring

Variant title = 
The rite of 
spring



Variant title of work

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
370 ## $g Paris (France) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Rite of spring
430 #0 $w nne $a Rite of spring (Choreographic work : Massine)



Category of work (formerly Form of work)

PCC policy prefers controlled vocabulary (e.g. LCGFT, 
LCSH, AAT, etc.)

Choreographic work forms:
• Choreographic work (uncontrolled term 

recommended by the Project)
• Some LCGFT possibilities

Concert dances Court dances
Ballets (Dance) Folk dances
Ballroom dances Tangos (Dance)
Court dances Ceremonial dances
Dances without music Horse ballets (Dance)



Category of work

Choreographic work: Nijinsky, Vaslav, 1890-1950. Triptyk

Related musical work: Stravinsky, Igor, 1882-1971. Vesna 
svi ︠a ︡shchennai︠a



Category of work

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
370 ## $g Paris (France) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Rite of spring
430 #0 $w nne $a Rite of spring (Choreographic work : Massine)



Date of work

The Project is generally recording the year of 
the first performance, unless an earlier date is 
known

Massine’s Sacre du printemps was 
first performed December 15, 
1920, in Paris at the Théâtre des 
Champs-Elysées, by Les Ballets 
Russes. 



Date of work

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
370 ## $g Paris (France) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Rite of spring
430 #0 $w nne $a Rite of spring (Choreographic work : Massine)



Place of origin of work

• PCC practice: record authorized access 
point of the place from the NAF

• The Project generally records the place of 
the first performance

Massine’s Sacre du printemps 
was first performed in Paris, 
December 15, 1920, at the 
Théâtre des Champs-Elysées, by 
Les Ballets Russes.



Place of origin of work

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
370 ## $g Paris (France) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Rite of spring
430 #0 $w nne $a Rite of spring (Choreographic work : Massine)



Other relationships

• Common relationships between choreographic works and other 
entities:

• Work to agent:
• Choreographer
• Commissioning body
• Subject (person)

• Work to work:
• Choreography for (work)

• Choreographic adaptation of (work)



Relationships – Creator – Single agent

046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 
1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
…
500 1# $w r $i Choreographer: $a 
Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979



Relationships – Creator – Collaborative work
046 ## $k 1842 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Perrot, Jules, $d 1810-1892. $t Alma
370 ## $g London (England) $2 naf
380 ## $a Choreographic work
380 ## $a Concert dances $2 lcgft
380 ## $a Ballets (Dance) $2 lcgft
400 1# $a Cerrito, Fanny. $t Alma
400 1# $a Perrot, Jules, $d 1810-1892. $t Fille de feu
400 1# $a Cerrito, Fanny. $t Fille de feu
430 #0 $w nne $a Alma, ou, La fille de feu (Choreographic work : Cerrito and 
Perrot)
430 #0 $Fille de feu (Choreographic work : Cerrito and Perrot)
500 1# $w r $i Choreographer: $a Perrot, Jules, $d 1810-1892
500 1# $w r $i Choreographer: $a Cerrito, Fanny



Relationships – Related work
046 ## $k 1920 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Massine, Leonide, $d 1896-1979. $t Sacre du printemps
…
500 1# $w r $i Choreography for: $a Stravinsky, Igor, $d 1882-
1971. $t Vesna svi ︠a ︡shchennai︠a ︡



Relationships – Subject ; Non-musical work

046 ## $k 1869 $2 edtf
100 1# $a Petipa, Marius, $d 1818-1910. 

$t Don Kikhot
370 ## $g Moscow (Russia) $2 naf
…
500 1 $w r $i Subject (person): $a 

Quixote, $c Don (Fictitious 
character)

500 1# $a $w r $i Choreographic 
adaptation of (work): $a 
Cervantes Saavedra, Miguel de, $d 
1547-1616. $t Don Quixote
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