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1. Welcome and introductions 

 

The Vice-chair, Hannes Lowagie, welcomed everyone to this year’s member’s meeting, before introducing 
Sara Lammens, the General Director of Royal Library of Belgium, who welcomed everyone to our host 
library and talked about the history of the library. 
 
The Chair, Luna Sindin, welcomed everyone to this year’s members’ meeting and gave thanks to our hosts, 
the Royal Library of Belgium. 
 
The programme of this year’s meeting is attached as Appendix 1. The presentations and recordings are 
available at: EURIG Annual Meeting 2026 (Belgium). 
 
A list of attendees is attached as Appendix 2. 

 

2. Chair report  

 

EURIG has 56 member institutions, with a good level of engagement. This is shown not only by the 

presence and contribution of all attending here, but also in the 3 new representatives we have had since 

last year as member institutions. Please keep EURIG in mind when there are staff changes. 

So, welcome all and to the new faces ‘at the table’. 

 

 

 

https://www.rdatoolkit.org/europe/eurig-annual-meeting-28-29-may-2026


EURIG Minutes 2026 

Page 3 of 67 
 

At last year’s Meeting we agreed on the plan of sharing EURIG members’ Application profiles on our 

website. The Executive has been able to do it thanks to Hannes, who has also been busy updating the News 

section when necessary. 

We’ve also met monthly to organise this year’s Meeting. 

So, what’s in store next for EURIG? By the end of the day, we should have a new Vice-Chair and a new 

Secretary since Hannes and Emilie’s mandates come to an end.  

May 2027 is the date for the transition to Official RDA; the Executive is open to coordinate and support 

activities that our members have suggested in the survey that Hannes carried out at the beginning of the 

year and will be presenting in a few minutes. And after yesterday’s group discussion activity it transpired 

that EURIG should create a discussion paper for the RSC on unembodied works. To do so we should create 

a working group that would oversee writing it up. The creation of the working group was approved by 

majority show of hands. 

I’m very glad to announce that thanks to Jenny Wright, our former Chair, the National Library of Scotland 

has offered to host us next year. So, I look forward to seeing you in Edinburgh next year. 

I would like to finish my first report as Chair saying thank you very much to my colleagues on the Executive 

Committee, you’ve made my job very easy. I would also like to thank Hannes and Maud and their team for 

hosting us here at the Royal Library of Belgium. 

 

3. Report of the Survey on RDA implementation in the EURIG region  

 

Hannes Lowagie reported on the results of the survey on RDA implementation in the EURIG region that was 

carried out in January-March 2026. 

His report is attached as Appendix 3. 

 

4. Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC  

 

Ahava Cohen reported on the work of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC.  

Her report is attached as Appendix 4.  

 

 

5. Report of the Europe Representative to the RDA Board 

 

Hannes Lowagie reported on the work of the Europe Regional Representative to the RDA Board.  

His report is attached as Appendix 5. 
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6. News from the RSC   

 

Renate Behrens, Chair RDA Steering Committee, shared news from the RDA Steering Committee.  

Their presentation is attached as Appendix 6. 

 

7. Executive Committee – office bearers 

 

With great thanks to Hannes Lowagie and Emilie Ullerup Dejgaard for their service, EURIG members were 

invited to stand as new Vice-chair and new Secretary, the posts being due for election. 

Thurstan Young, British Library representative, volunteered to be Vice-chair and was elected unopposed. 

No one volunteered to be Secretary, and the post was filled by Christiane Niklowitz after the end of the 

meeting. 

 

8. Update on UNIMARC  

 

Florence Tfibel provided an update on UNIMARC development with respect to RDA, on behalf of the 

Permanent UNIMARC Committee.  

The presentation is attached as Appendix 7. 

 

9. Report from the European BIBFRAME Workshop 2025 

 

Matias Frosterus reported on the activities of the Bibframe Workshop in Europe.  

His presentation is attached as Appendix 8.  

 

10. Group discussion on Unembodied Works 

The delegates were divided into three groups and held discussions in separate rooms, guided by a list of 
prompt questions (see Appendix 8). Upon reconvening, a spokesperson from each group shared the key 
points from their discussions. 

Action point arising from the discussion: See Chair's report, page 3. 
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Appendix 1: Programme 

 

PROGRAMME 28th MAY 

9:00-9:30 Registration 

9:30-9:45 Welcome  

9:45-11:00 Open Session 1: Entity based cataloguing 

• Sven Lieber (KBR): MetaBelgica project 

• Fride Fosseng & Maiken Songe Thorsen (Bokbasen):  Entity-based cataloguing with LRM and RDA 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-12.30 Open Session 2: RDA implementation 

• Christiane Niklowitz (Swiss Library Service Platform): Translating the RDA DACH Documentation 

Platform: Challenges of a Living Resource 

• Thurstan Young (British Library): Implementation of the Official RDA Toolkit 

12.30 - 13:00 Q&A  

13:00-14:00 Lunch break 

14:15 – 15:15 Open Session 3 

• Discussion: Cataloguing unembodied works (Discussion text will be sent beforehand) 

15:15-15:30 Group photo 

15:45-16:45 Library tour 

17:00 Library closes 

19:00 Dinner: Optional (at your own expense) 

 

PROGRAMME 29th MAY 

9:00-9:30 Registration 

9:30-11:00 Business session 1 

• EURIG Chair report – Luna Sindin 

• Results of EURIG survey - Hannes Lowagie 

• RDA Board report – Hannes Lowagie 

• News from RSC – James Hennelly & Renate Behrens 

• RSC report and RSC Working Groups report - Ahava Cohen 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break 

11:30-13:00 Business session 2 
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• Update on UNIMARC - Florence Tfibel 

• Report from the European BIBFRAME Workshop 2025 - Matias Frosterus 

• EURIG Vice Chair and secretary election 

• Closing remarks and thanks - Luna Sindin 
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Appendix 2: Attendees  

 

In person  

Aldi, Giovanni, Casalini Libri 

Aliverti, Christian, Swiss National Library 

Behrens, Renate, RDA Steering Committee 

Bhagwandin, Sita, KB National Library of the Netherlands 

Riis Petersen, Camilla, DBC Digital 

Čitavičienė, Asta, Kaunas University of Technology Library 

Cohen, Ahava, National Library of Israel 

D'Amelio, Liv, National Library of Sweden 

Edelmann, Michaela, German National Library 

Frosterus, Matias, National Library of Finland 

Gómez, Roberto, National Library of Spain 

Hole, Irene, National Library of Norway 

Jarošová, Veronika, National Library of the Czech Republic 

Kavčič, Irena, National and University Library, Slovenia 

Kerameos, Anastasia, British Film Institute 

Lowagie, Hannes, KBR 

Neumann, Julia, Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Verbundsysteme / The Consortium of Library Networks 

Niklowitz, Christiane, SLSP Switzerland 

Roux, Maïté, Agence Bibliographique de l'Enseignement Supérieur 

Salelionis, Linas, Kaunas University of Technology / eLABa Consortium 

Seppälä, Marja-Liisa, National Library of Finland 

Sindin Cordery, Luna, Biblioteca de Catalunya 

Steiger, Christoph, Austrian Library Network (OBV) 

Stein, Annick, National Library of Luxembourg 

Strishenets, Nadiia, V. Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine 

Synnermark, Katarina, National Library of Sweden 

Thurstan Young, Thurstan, British Library 
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Wright, Jenny, BDS 

 

Online  

Bargioni, Stefano, URBE Network 

Jurksaitiene, Daiva, eLABa Consortium 

Krejčí, Martin, Slovak National Library 

Ohren, Oddrun Pauline, National Library of Norway 

Přibylová, Jarmila, National Library of the Czech Republic 

Thorlacius Björnsdóttir, Kristín Lilja, National and University Library of Iceland 
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Appendix 3: Report of the survey on RDA implementation in EURIG region 
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Appendix 4: Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC 
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Appendix 5: Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RDA Board 
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Appendix 6: News from the RSC   
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Appendix 7: Update on UNIMARC 
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Appendix 8: Report from the European BIBFRAME Workshop 2024 
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Appendix 9: Questions for the group discussion on Unembodied Works 

 

EURIG annual meeting 2026 – Open session 3 (May 28th) 

Cataloguing unembodied works – Discussion text 

Last year, there was a discussion in the Dutch RDA Committee on cataloguing performances that are not 
recorded, and similar unembodied works and expressions. This discussion originated from the RDA-list 
(https://connect.ala.org/discussion/musical-roles-in-rda), and we would like to continue the discussion at 
European level. 

What they encountered is that RDA, with its exclusive focus on resources, does not allow data to be 
recorded about works and expressions that have never been embodied in a manifestation, or of which all 
manifestations have been lost. 

This is the case, for example, with organizations that specialise in (or produce) resources relating to the 
performing arts, such as a theatre institute and organisers of an annual music or dance festival. They record 
data about theatre productions, dance festivals, or music festivals. Sometimes there are recordings of 
productions or concerts, but this is by no means always the case. However, there are often other resources, 
such as programme booklets, costumes, sets, props, reviews, etc. that relate to the productions or 
concerts. 

The solution (as suggested in the above mentioned discussion on the RDA-list) to describe performances, 
that are not recorded, as collective agents won't work, since the same elements are to be recorded as for 
resources (e.g. contributors to performance, date and place of performance, links to musical 
works/expressions that are performed during a concert). They want to describe these works and 
expressions in the same way, regardless of whether a recording has been made of them or not. For them it 
is quite illogical to consider performances that are not recorded as completely different "things" from 
performances that are recorded. 

Similarly, museums and art institutes have a different approach (from RDA) to exhibitions and auctions. 
These are described as events to which a catalogue can refer and to which the exhibited or auctioned 
artworks can also be linked. In RDA exhibitions are considered corporate bodies, just like conferences, or 
other formally named and convened events. The RKD (Netherlands Institute for Art History) library contains 
numerous catalogues of collections, exhibitions and auctions and they are all linked to the relevant 
collection, exhibition or auction via the “catalogue of" element. 

One could argue that exhibitions and auctions in RDA can be seen as collections of a (highly) temporary 
nature, but this would imply that they can only be described in this way (that is, as a collection) during their 
short lifespan, which seems like nonsense. The same applies to collections, by the way. When a collection 
ceases to exist as a collection (and the items within it become scattered across various institutions), how 
can we still describe the collection? It has then become an unembodied work, but the collection catalogue 
still exists as a resource. 

These unembodied "things” (theatre productions, concerts, art exhibitions, auctions, lost works) are not 
described in isolation, but in relation to resources. This seems to fit RDA (whose metadata are intended to 
support the discovery and identification of resources in library and other cultural heritage collections). 
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Since RDA wishes to reach out to cultural institutions across the GLAM sector (see RDA Strategic Plan), we 
wonder whether other institutions in Europe have had similar experiences and how these experiences 
could contribute to the harmonisation of different practices to further support interoperability. 

Questions: 

- Have you encountered similar cases in your library? 

- How can this be done without contradicting IFLA-LRM? 

- What if original resources are lost? Examples include the original manifestations of books of 
the Apocrypha such as the Book of Job (Hebrew or Aramaic), the Visions of Ezra n(Hebrew), 
the Visions of Hanoch the Syrian (Greek) or entire works which once existed but there are no 
extant manifestations, such as the apocryphal Book of Noah, Sefer Yuchsin, Sefer Hagzarot, 
Babylonian Talmud on Kedoshim, Sefer shel Tzadikim by Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi. This 
group may also include works whose only manifestations exists as archaeological artifacts in 
such conditions that they cannot be opened to ascertain bibliographical information. 

- What could some action points be? Should EURIG play a role in this? 

- Do you have any input for the Music and Archives working groups? 

 


