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1. Welcome and introductions 

 

The Chair, Jenny Wright, welcomed everyone to this year’s members’ meeting and gave thanks to our 
hosts, the National Library of Sweden, before introducing Miriam, who is  
 
Miriam Björkhem, Head of Metadata and National Bibliography Unit, National Library of Sweden, 
welcomed everyone to our host library and told about the history of the library.  
 
A list of attendees is attached as Appendix 1. 

 

 

2. Chair report  

 

EURIG has 53 member institutions, with a good level of engagement. This is shown not only by the 

presence and contribution of all attending here, but also in the 8 new representatives we have since last 

year as member institutions keep EURIG in mind when there are staff changes. 

So, Welcome all and in particular to the new faces ‘at the table’. 

 

EURIG exists to promote the interests of current and potential users of RDA in Europe, and to provide a 

forum for discussion and co-operation, where we can communicate and benefit from each others’ 

experiences. We are also charged with the dissemination of information from the RSC, and to contribute to 

the development of RDA by working with the RSC.  

As well as putting together the content for our annual meeting, and keeping the membership list up to 

date, the EURIG Executive committee have improved the website, thanks in large part to Hannes Lowagie. 
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Since our last meeting we have also followed up on the vote that took place to choose a new logo, and that 

is now in place. 

On the meetings page you will find links to past presentations, and in due course the presentations from 

this meeting too. It is a useful source of inspiration and information which I recommend to you all. 

As more of us make the move from original RDA to the official RDA, and bearing in mind there’s now an end 

date for original RDA being available, which is May 2027, the sharing of good practice and resources will 

continue to be vital. The Executive hope that sharing of Application Profiles will be beneficial, and we’ve 

mocked up a Webpage to show you what that could be.  

Bearing in mind that external documents cannot ignore RDA copyright by unfairly copying large parts of the 

Toolkit, any organisation wanting to share their AP must honor the RDA permissions policy and respect the 

copyright. We hope that many EURIG members will see this as beneficial and share their APs. A show of 

hands approved this plan. 

I want to repeat that EURIG exists to promote the interests of current and potential users of RDA in Europe, 

and to provide a forum for discussion and co-operation, where we can communicate and benefit from each 

others’ experiences. If you have any ideas of ways in which EURIG could help its members more, the 

Executive Committee would love to hear from you 

A principal task of the Executive is to make sure we have an annual meeting. I’m delighted to report that a 

member institution has offered to host us next year, and that is the Royal Library of Belgium, so I look 

forward to seeing you in Brussels next year.  

I’m not completely finished with my duties as Chair, but the final Chair Report at the end of my 2 year 

tenure seems the best place to thank you, and especially my colleagues on the Executive committee – 

you’ve made my job very easy. Huge thanks also to Liv and Katerina and their team for hosting us here at 

the National Library of Sweden, it is much appreciated. 

 

 

3. Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC  

 

Ahava Cohen reported on the work of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC.  

Her report is attached as Appendix 2.  

 

 

4. Report of the Europe Representative to the RDA Board 

 

Christian Aliverti, whose role as representative formally ended in 2024, could not attend. 

Hannes Lowagie from KBR was announced as new European representative to the RDA Board.  
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Jenny Wright gave a report, as she also has a place at the RDA Board, as copyright holder representative.  

She informed that the board is working on getting a new strategic plan in place. This is due next year. 

She also encouraged EURIG members to get in touch with their representatives if they have any 

suggestions for the Board, as it is there to serve the users of RDA.  

 

 

5. News from the RSC   

 

Renate Behrens, Chair RDA Steering Committee, and James Hennelly, Director, ALA Digital Reference, 

shared news from the RDA Steering Committee.  

Their presentation is attached as Appendix 3. 

 

 

6. Executive Committee – office bearers 

 

With great thanks to Jenny Wright for her service, EURIG members were invited to stand as new Chair, the 

post being due for election. 

Luna Sindin Cordery, Biblioteca de Catalunya representative, volunteered to be Chair and was elected 

unopposed. 

 

 

7. Update on UNIMARC (remote presentation) 

 

Florence Tfibel provided an update on UNIMARC development with respect to RDA, on behalf of the 

Permanent UNIMARC Committee.  

The presentation is attached as Appendix 4. 

 

 

8. Report from the European BIBFRAME Workshop 2024 

 

Matias Frosterus reported on the activities of the Bibframe Workshop in Europe.  
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His presentation is attached in Appendix 5.  

 

 

9. Group discussion on AI 

The delegates were divided into groups and held discussions in separate rooms, guided by a list of prompt 
questions (see Appendix 6). Upon reconvening, a spokesperson from each group shared the key points 
from their discussions. 

There was a widespread interest in the potential of AI in cataloguing, particularly in enhancing metadata, 
improving workflows, and increasing accessibility of resources. Participants mentioned the potential of AI in 
assisting cataloguers by identifying inconsistencies in bibliographical records, suggesting additional fields in 
records, and aiding with ISBD punctuation. 

Several concrete AI initiatives currently in place were highlighted. For example, tools have been developed 
to assist cataloguers in selecting classifications, subjects, or related authorities. Additionally, projects aimed 
at improving older data with AI were mentioned, such as matching duplicate records and adding language 
codes to records based on transcribed metadata in M21 fields like 245.  

However, concerns regarding AI were also raised: 

Legal concerns: There are questions about whether AI will respect copyright and comply with GDPR, for 
instance regarding the inclusion of author information in authority records. 

Environmental concerns: The use of AI should be judicious and not applied indiscriminately. 

Quality concerns: Reliable data is paramount, but the basis for AI-generated metadata can often be unclear, 
leading to potentially inaccurate, illegal or problematic results. Data provenance was mentioned as a key 
point here.  

Employment concerns: Although AI can improve workflows, there is apprehension that it may pose a threat 
to certain jobs within the library sector. 

Language Concerns: The effectiveness of AI may vary significantly depending on the language community 
involved. 

In summary, while there is recognition of the potential benefits of AI, there is also a clear understanding of 
the need to manage expectations carefully. 
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Appendix 1: Attendees  

 

In person  

Maïté Roux, Agence Bibliographique de l'Enseignement Supérieur (ABES) 

Julia Neumann, Arbeitsgemeinschaft der Verbundsysteme / The Consortium of Library Networks 

Christoph Steiger, Austrian Library Network 

Jenny Wright, BDS 

Olivera Nastic, Belgrade City Library 

Jasmina Ninkov, Belgrade City Library 

Luna Sindin Cordery, Biblioteca de Catalunya 

Roberto Gómez, Biblioteca Nacional de España 

Anastasia Kerameos, British Film Institute 

Thurstan Young, British Library 

Giovanni Aldi, Casalini Libri 

Hanne Hørl Hansen, DBC Digital 

Camilla Petersen, DBC Digital 

Emilie Ullerup Dejgaard, Royal Danish Library 

Michaela Edelmann, Deutsche Nationalbibliothek 

Marta Marija Aleknavičiūtė, eLABa (Lithuanian Academic Electronic Library) 

Rūta Smažinienė, eLABa (Lithuanian Academic Electronic Library) 

Linas Salelionis, Kaunas University of Technology 

Magný Rós Sigurðardóttir, National and University Library of Iceland 

Kristín Lilja Thorlacius Björnsdóttir, National and University Library of Iceland 

Matias Frosterus, National Library of Finland 

Ahava Cohen, National Library of Israel 

Christel Kayser, National Library of Luxembourg 

Anders Jensen, National Library of Norway 

Liv D'Amelio, National Library of Sweden 

Katarina Synnermark, National Library of Sweden 

Olov Ylinenpää, National Library of Sweden 
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Jarmila Pribylova, National Library of the Czech Republic 

Renate Behrens, RDA Steering Committee 

Hannes Lowagie, Royal Library of Belgium 

Martin Krejčí, Slovak National Library 

Radoslav Maslík, Slovak National Library 

Chrisitane Niklowitz, SLSP 

Nadiia Strishenets V. Vernadsky, National Library of Ukraine 

 

Online  

James Hennelly, American Library Association 

Eleftheria Koseoglou, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 

Florence Tfibel, Bibliothèque Nationale de France 

Daiva Jurksaitiene, eLABa Consortium 

Xavier Agenjo, Fundación Ignacio Larramendi 

Sita Bhagwandin, KB, National Library of the Netherlands 

Lana Krišto Lončarić, Nacionalna i sveučilišna knjižnica u Zagrebu/National and University Library in Zagreb 

Martin Engberg, National Library of Finland 

Minna Kantanen, National Library of Finland 

Satu Niininen, National Library of Finland 

Marja-Liisa Seppälä, National Library of Finland 

Matīss Bolšteins, National Library of Latvia 

Marta Kivkule, National Library of Latvia 

Maira Kreislere, National Library of Latvia 

Aija Uzula, National Library of Latvia 

Carol Campbell, National Library of Scotland 

Fatima Klanco Al Mulki, National Library of Sweden 

Anneke Houtkamp, RDA Commissie Nederland 

Ewa Nieszkowska, RERO + 

Anna Tuominen, The National Library of Finland 

Stefano Bargioni, URBE 
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Appendix 2: Report of the Europe Regional Representative to RSC 
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Appendix 3: News from the RSC   
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Appendix 4: Update on UNIMARC 
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Appendix 5: Report from the European BIBFRAME Workshop 2024 
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Appendix 6: Questions for the group discussion on AI 

 

EURIG 2025 Annual Meeting  
Discussion prompts on AI in Cataloguing 
 

Understanding AI in Cataloguing 

 How do you define AI in the context of cataloguing and metadata management?  

 What specific AI technologies or tools are you currently using or considering? 

Impact on Workflows 

 In what ways do you think AI can enhance or streamline cataloguing workflows?  

 Are there specific tasks that you believe AI could perform more efficiently than humans? 

Quality Control 

 How can AI assist in maintaining the quality and accuracy of metadata?  

 What are the potential risks of relying on AI for quality control in cataloguing? 

Training and Adaptation 

 What skills do you think cataloguers need to develop in order to effectively work alongside AI 

tools?  

 How can libraries support their staff in this transition? 

Ethical Considerations 

 What ethical concerns do you have regarding the use of AI in cataloguing?  

 How can we ensure that AI systems are fair and unbiased in their processing of metadata? 

 How do you address concerns related to data privacy and security when implementing AI 

solutions in cataloguing? What best practices should be followed? 

User Experience 

 How might AI improve the user experience for library patrons in terms of accessing and 

discovering information?  

 Can you provide examples of AI applications that enhance user engagement? 

Collaboration with AI 

 In what ways do you envision collaboration between human cataloguers and AI systems?  

 What tasks do you believe should remain solely in the hands of human professionals? 

Future Trends 

 What emerging trends in AI do you think will have the most significant impact on cataloguing 

and metadata management in the next five to ten years? 

Case Studies 
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 Can you share any successful case studies or experiences where AI has been implemented in 

cataloguing?  

 What lessons were learned from these implementations? 

Integration Challenges 

 What challenges have you faced or anticipate facing when integrating AI tools into existing 

cataloguing systems?  

 How can these challenges be overcome? 

Feedback Mechanisms 

 How can we create effective feedback mechanisms to continuously improve AI systems used in 

cataloguing?  

 What role do cataloguers play in this process? 

 

 


