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1. Why use RDA? ‘

* Resource Description and Access (RDA) is informed
by IFLA International Cataloguing Principles (ICP).

* The ICP 2016 edition (reinforced in the 2025 draft) highlights the
principle of “convenience of the user” alongside other principles.

* To enable the discovery of information collections around the
world, metadata will need to be widely and openly available for
re-use. IFLA UBC statement (2025) affirms that this goal is aided
by standards that facilitate data interoperability. RDA is one of

those standards.
R D A



https://www.ifla.org/g/cataloguing/international-cataloguing-principles-icp/
https://www.ifla.org/news/international-cataloguing-principles-icp-worldwide-review/
https://repository.ifla.org/items/a4cf734c-00ea-4d01-bd39-3bc30ff62fbb

. Why use RDA?

RDA offers data elements, guidelines, and instructions for
creating data for libraries and cultural heritage institutions.

Data created using RDA can:
= Help users find, identify, select, obtain, and explore resources

= Be compatible with bibliographic and authority data (whether
presented as flat files like card catalogues or as records in
relational or object-oriented databases), as well as international
models for linked data.




1. Why use RDA?

* The latest version of RDA is based on the IFLA Library
Reference Model (LRM).

* Many concepts and terms come from, or expand on, LRM. It
models cataloguing as the description of entities and the
relationships that exist between entities.

« Entity = An abstract class of conceptual objects of
interest to users.

« Attribute element = A property that is a characteristic
of an entity.

 Relationship element = A property that relates one

entity with another entity. R D A




1. Why use RDA?

* RDA is compatible with ISBD (International Standard Bibliographic
Description), MARC 21, and DCMI (Dublin Core Metadata Initiative)

MARC 21 to UNIMARC conversion:
https://www.loc.gov/marc/unimarctomarc21.html
* RDA can be represented using RDF (Resource Description
Framework), a syntax of linked open data. See RDA Registry
(https://www.rdaregistry.info).

* For cataloguers: guidelines and instructions for resource description
are in the RDA Toolkit (https://access.rdatoolkit.org).



https://www.loc.gov/marc/unimarctomarc21.html
https://www.rdaregistry.info/
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/

2. What are RDA entities?

RDA entities are the abstract classes of objects for which RDA

provides instructions. “RDA Entity” can be narrowed down to one
of these subtypes:

Work Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family

Corporate Body

R D A




2. What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit is the utility that provides guidelines and
instructions on how to describe these entities.

To describe library resources,
describe these entities:

/Work A Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family

- / Corporate Body

R D A



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/

2. What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit is the utility that provides guidelines and
instructions on how to describe these entities.

These entities may also be of interest for resource
description and displaying relationships:

Work /Agent Nomen )
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place
ltem Family
Corporate Body
N R—D A

L


https://access.rdatoolkit.org/

2. What are RDA entities?

RDA Toolkit is the utility that provides guidelines and
instructions on how to describe these entities.

Work Agent Nomen
Expression Person Timespan
Manifestation Collective Agent Place

ltem Family
Corporate Body
RDA refinements of

Collective Agent

L

R D A



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/

3. What are RDA elements?

* Elements are used to describe an entity.
= Attribute element = a characteristic of an entity (Example: “media type”
of a manifestation, or “content type” of an expression)
= Relationship element = a relationship that one RDA entity has with
another RDA entity (Example: “place of publication” of a manifestation,
“author person” of a work, or “name of person” for person)

* Elements are “building blocks” for a metadata description set.

= Examples of a metadata description set: a bibliographic record, or an
authority record.

* In linked data applications, elements and values of elements can
come from different sources or be re-used. R D A
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Displaying entities and relationships as a diagram

Literal value

Diagram from: Elisa Sze & Beth Shoemaker,
“INF2145 Week 2 Micro-lecture”, Faculty of
Information, University of Toronto (January 2026)
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Describing an entity using triple statements

Each metadata statement takes this form:
subject — predicate — object

Each statement is considered a metadata work. Multiple metadata
statements can be brought together in a metadata description set.

Depending on implementation, a metadata description set may include
statements for one or multiple entities.

Description of ‘Entity A’:
[Entity A] <has element 1> Literal value

[Entity A] <has element 2> [Entity B]
...efc.




Describing an entity as a flat record

Record for ‘Entity A’:

Element1l:Literal value

Element 2 : [access point, identifier, or link that stands in
for Entity B]

...etc.
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B Documents % views @'Help English  Submit
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& Flisa Sze v

Welcome back, Elisa

¥0) Recently Viewed

Element: place of publication
2026/01/31 11:20:37 EST

Guidance: Describing a manifestation
2026/01/31 11:18:47 EST

Last Toolkit Release: 2025-10

All News >

Learning Resources

Online resources about cataloguing and data
creation using RDA exist to support teaching and

training activities. We welcome suggestions for
Log into RDA Toolkit: https://access.rdatoolkit.org |715



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
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Table of contents
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® Download PDF

Select Policy Statement Set (3)
LC-PCC PS o

Example of a Guidance page

e Relating a manifestation to associated works, expressions,

agents, places, and timespans 53

e Cardinality restrictions for specific kinds of manifestation 53

e Describing a manifestation that is issued in only one
physical or logical unit 53

e Describing a manifestation that is issued in two or more

16



place of publication

Interpreting
::;rrddigi element as a value of Place: appellation of place s or i n St r u Ct i O n S
\

as an IRI.

Instructions appear against the white

@ Example
For a variation in a value of this ele is associated with a baCkgrOU nd Of the RDA TOOl k|t.
unit or iteration of a manifestation that embodies a diac : . “ ” .
work, see Guidance: Resource description. Describing a CI'Ck on Example (blue bOX W|th an
manifestation. Describing a manifestation of a diachronic work 5. eye ICOH) tO expa nd |t
Coner . . If all conditions in a Condition box
wo or more values for this element appear in the source of
information. (orange box) are met, you can choose
to apply a condition option (indented
Sl el grey box) if it falls within your
Record the value that appears first. . ) H
community’s practice. R | ) ,A,
@ Example Resource Description & Access

Montréal




Describing a manifestation

A manifestation that embodies two or more expressions of distinct

Int ti
works is an aggregate. An aggregate also embodies the one and ° °
only aggregating expression of an aggregating work. I n St r u Ct I O n S

CONDITION

A manifestation is an aggregate.

Specialized terms in RDA Toolkit
appear in italics. You can look up

CONDITION OPTION .

Record information about one or more of the these terms In the Glossaryl

:):z;ejzi?as:;:i:;:::rr‘njbf)died using Manifestation: Wthh can be sea I"Ched from
within the Toolkit.

CONDITION OPTION

Relate the manifestation to the aggregating

expression using Manifestation: expression R D A

manifested 5.
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® Download PDF Finnish
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French
Set (3)

Norwegian

Table of contents Spanish

i . . . . RDA Language
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agents, places, and timespans 5 v English
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RDA Registry Elements~ Values~ Data~ Tools~ About~ GitHub Project~ RDA Toolkit

RDA element sets: Downloads

Manifestation properties CSV (text/csv) [English language only]

Properties that represent the attribute and relationship elements JSON-LD (application/json | application/json-+Id)

of the RDA Manifestation entity. N-Triples (text/rdf+nt)

Number of active elements: 409 RDF/XML (application/rdf+xmi)

Namespace: http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/ Semantics

Version: o4l Each property in the canonical element set (where
Suggested prefix*: rdam applicable):

Example curie: rdam:P30276

* registered at prefix.cc has a domain of the class that represents the Manifestation

entity.
Languages is linked from its child datatype property in Manifestation

Arabic Catalan Chinese (Simplified) Danish Dutch RDA Registry:
Estonian Finnish French German Greek Hungarian Italian httpS://WWW_rdareQiStrv_info

Latvian Norwegian Spanish Swedish Turkish Vietnamese

a /=



https://www.rdaregistry.info/

Using RDA Registry as a multilingual lexicon

Example: RDA Toolkit label “title proper”

RDA Registry CURIE (Compact URI) rdam:P30156

English Hungarian Latvian Greek
has title proper |f6cime a pamatnosaukums | €xeL KUPLO TiTAO
kovetkezo:

SSSSS



https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30156

Examples of RDA elements

place of publication = “A place that is associated with the
publication, release, or issuing of a published manifestation.

)

In RDA Toolkit = “place of publication”
In RDA Registry = “has place of publication” (CURIE = rdam:P30088)
Maps to:
* |FLA LRM label “has association with place” (CURIE = Irmer:R33)
* MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 Sa, 264 *1 Sa, 500 Sa, 542 Sk, 008/15-17,
or 044 Sa Sb Sc
* (nodirectly matching DCMI term for place of publication) R D A

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

a9 22



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-b569c353-c792-3617-8c83-d974466ccc02
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30088
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R33

Examples of RDA elements

name of publisher = “A name of an agent who is responsible
for publishing a manifestation.”

In RDA Toolkit = “name of publisher”
In RDA Registry = “has name of publisher” (CURIE = rdam:P30176)

Maps to:
* |FLA LRM label “is associated with res” (CURIE = Irmer:R1)
°* DCMIterm “Publisher”

* MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 $b, 264 *1 Sb, or 542 Sk RI{ D A

L

CCCCC



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-8fb9e501-1ef9-3b1f-9afa-078737576947
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30176
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R1
http://purl.org/dc/terms/publisher

Examples of RDA elements

date of publication = “A timespan during which a published
manifestation is published, released, or issued.”

In RDA Toolkit = “date of publication”
In RDA Registry = “has date of publication” (CURIE = rdam:P30011)

Maps to:
* |FLA LRM label “has association with time-span” (CURIE = Irmer:R35)
° DCMIterm “Date Issued”

*  MARC 21 Bibliographic 260 $b, 264 *1 $b, or 542 $k R D A

L

CCCCC



https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-26b84eaa-054e-3c8c-8933-8760b9b2046f
https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30011
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R35
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R35
https://www.iflastandards.info/lrm/lrmer#R35
http://purl.org/dc/terms/issued

Example: A book with the title proper
The Transylvanian trilogy

* Published in New York by Alfred A. Knopf in 2013.

* This manifestation (a publication) embodies an
English translation (an expression) of Erdélyi
torténet, which is a literary work by Hungarian writer

THE TRANSYLVANIAN TRICOGY Miklds Banffy.
VoLUME | ¥

* This manifestation was issued as 2 physical units (the
first part of the trilogy is published as one unit, the
second and third parts are combined in the other

unit). R DA



https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://search.worldcat.org/en/title/813539715
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikl%C3%B3s_B%C3%A1nffy

Example: A book with the title proper
The Transylvanian trilogy

<has place of publication> rdam:P30088
New York

uuuuuuu sk gl <has name of publisher> rdam:P30176
- Alfred A. Knopf

<has date of publication> [dam:P30011
2013

R D A




Example: A book with the title proper

The Transylvanian trilogy
A conventional database input might look like this:

Field Label Value
Place of publication New York
Name of publisher Alfred A. Knopf
- ama Date of publication 2013

A local public display might be configured to show:

Publication | New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 2013
information




Example:
RDF/XML of the
single statement
The Transylvanian

trilogy has place
of publication

New York (N.Y.)

(highly simplified)

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<rdf:RDF
xmins:rdf="http://www.w3.0rg/1999/02/22-rdf-syntax-ns#"
xmlins:rdfs="http://www.w3.0rg/2000/01/rdf-schema#"
xmlins:rda="https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#">

<l-- Subject: The Transylvanian trilogy -->
<rdf:Description
rdf:about="https://id.loc.gov/resources/instances/17719987.html|">
<rdfs:label>The Transylvanian trilogy</rdfs:label>

<!I-- Predicate: has place of publication -->

<!-- Object: New York (N.Y.) -->

<rda:P30088 rdf:resource="http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79007751" />
</rdf:Description>

<!-- Predicate: place of publication property -->
<rdf:Description
rdf:about="https://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/m/#P30088">
<rdfs:label>has place of publication</rdfs:label>
</rdf:Description>

<!-- Object: New York (N.Y.) -->

<rdf:Description rdf:about="http://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79007751">
<rdfs:label>New York (N.Y.)</rdfs:label>

</rdf:Description>

</rdf:RDF>




Examnble:

The Transylvanian trilogy
(Subject)

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>
<rdf:RDF

has place of publication

New York (N.Y.)
o

(Object)

(Predicate: P30088)

/>

rdfs:label rdfs:label rdfs:label
“The Transylvanian” “has place of" “New York (N.Y.)"
“trilogy" “publication” \
N Y/ [ cvdfcdalaladanc mlama Af miihlicatinm o ledfedalal

RDF Graph Visualization generated using Claude.ai (26 January 2026) for demonstration only.

</rdf:RDF>



4. Planning a training program:

Things to consider

* Dedicate training time to navigating the RDA Toolkit
= Guidelines and instructions are found in 3 kinds of pages: element pages,
Entity pages, and Guidance

* Guidance pages to read first: “Introduction to RDA”, “Objectives and

principles governing RDA”, “Data elements”, “Terminology”, “User
tasks”, and “Well-formed RDA”.

* Practice using different recording methods, before using the actual
RDA Toolkit to record values for actual elements.

* Train with an application profile or template that defines the elements
to record and their recording methods. R D A




h D

Entities > Manifestation > carrier type

4. Planning a training program: | certyee
Highlighting element definition and | e smscor

A categorization reflecting the format of the storage medium and

° housing of a carrier in combination with the type of intermediation
S C O p e’ d O m a I n a n d ra n ge device required to view, play, run, or otherwise access the content

of a manifestation.

« Domain = the RDA entity being ® Heman rference
described by the element

° (NO range because not a relationship) J http:ij’rdaregistry.info/EIements/m!P30001

 Alternate labels = other labels by
which this element is often know

« Mappings to Dublin Core Terms, IFLA R
LRM, and MARC 21 when mapping eyt earmer

exists

+ Dublin Core Terms

+ IFLALRM

+ MARC 21 Bibliographic




4. Planning a training program: ===

Highlighting element definition and e

scope, domain and range
« Domain = the RDA entity being ® Sementeerence

described by the element Ir:-‘::ltp:;f/rdarregistry.info/EIements/m.’P3001‘l
 Range = the other RDA entity in the

relationship \ -
« Alternate labels = other labels by \

Definition and Scope

which this element is often know
« Mappings to Dublin Core Terms, IFLA

LRM, and MARC 21 when mapping
exists \‘

ﬁ + MARC 21 Bibllographic F

has date of publication




4. Planning a training program:

Element supertypes/subtypes author person

* Some RDA elements can have

“broader” elements (“element \ielated -
supertype”) or “narrower” elements or broader elements, see

(“element subtype”).

* Communities can decide how
“broad” or “narrow” an element they
want to use.

* Communities should provide an
application profile to tell cataloguers
which elements to use.

Work: author agent

Work: creator person of work 5
or narrower elements, see

Work: librettist person sz
Work: lyricist person g
Work: rapporteur person s

Work: screenwriter person sz

ﬁ For the inverse of this element, see Person: author person Of_’:"r



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lszV-kHHEeR6cXssde71Hl_lpWD3Aiei/edit?slide=id.p106#slide=id.p106

4. Planning a training program:
Element supertypes/subtypes

author person

Scenario: Cataloguer is recording a
value for author person.

Related Elements

For broader elements, see

Cataloguer may also need to check Work: author agent s
guidelines at the broader element Work: creator person of work.a
creator person of work (to determine For narrower elements, see
when someone is considered a creator Work: librettist person 13

of a work) or author agent (to confirm Work: lyricist person 53

if “author...” is the right relationship or Work: rapporteur person
another relationship is more suitable). Work: screenwriter person g

ﬁ For the inverse of this element, see Person: author person of 5. r



4. Planning a training program:
Relationship designators are now elements

“Original” RDA Toolkit
Append|x | & J terms are .2  Relationship Designators for Agents Associated with a Work

1.2.1  Relationship Designators for Creator E=m mxm

n OW re I at I O n S h I p Record an appropriate term from the following list with the authorized access point or identifier for a creator of a work (see 19.2 [TiJ).
Apply the general guidelines on using relationship designators at I.1 T3Z3.

architect: An agent responsible for creating an architectural design, including a pictorial representation intended to show how a
e I e m e nts building, etc., will look when completed.
. Reciprocal relationship: architect of.
landscape architect: An architect responsible for creating landscape works.
Reciprocal relationship: landscape architect of.

.
S e a rc h fo r t h e e I e m e nt I n artist: An agent responsible for creating a work by conceiving, and often implementing, an original graphic design, drawing,

painting, etc.

o ff' 4 124 . Reciprocal relationship: artist of.
t h e O I C I a I R DA TO O I k I t . book artist: An artist responsible for creating art works that exploit the book form or alter its physical structure as part of

the content.
Reciprocal relationship: book artist of.

calligrapher: An artist responsible for creating a work of calligraphy where the focus of interest lies in the aesthetic value
of its penmanship or graphic artistry, regardless of whether the same person, etc., also authored the inscribed text.

T h i S is now an e Ie men t -au t h ar Reciprocal relationship: calligrapher of.

. sculpton An artigt responsible for creating a three-dimensional work by modeling, carving, or similar technique.
ag e nt (o r o n e of Its s u btypes eciprocal relationship: sculptor of.
such as author person)

author: Ay agent responsible for creating a work that is primarily textual in content, regardless of media type or genre.

g a new work by paraphrasing, rewriting, or adapting works by another creator, if the modification has substantially
anged the nature and content of the original or changed the medium of expression, is included.

Reciprocal relationship: author of.

1=4

AR
35


https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-038aa9a0-8606-3cb6-b2c8-6cd22fdcee45
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-038aa9a0-8606-3cb6-b2c8-6cd22fdcee45

5. Resources for orientation

This handout offers tips for
educators and trainers who
plan to incorporate RDA
into a course or training
program on knowledge
organization, metadata
schemas, or resource
description (including
cataloguing).

For questions or comments
about this handout, email
the author at

elisa@rdatoolkit.org.
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Helpful resources.

RDA Teaching & Training Tips

January 2024

By Elisa Sze, Education & Orientation Officer, RDA Steering
Committee

Why teach RDA?

RDA is a package of data elements, guidelines, and instructions for
creating library and cultural heritage resource metadata that are well-
formed according to intemational models for user-focused linked data
applications. RDA is both backwards compatible and future facing
because it can be used in many data environments to produce flat file
data, data, data in i it iented
databases, or linked open data. Since 2010, RDA has been adopted in 6
continents, and remains an important standard for libraries.

RDA is regularly updated and accessed through the official RDA Toolkit
Users of the original RDA Toalkit (2010-2020) willfind that
architecture of the site has changed, but the resulting RDA data will look
nearly the same. As Chris Oliver states in Introducing RDA: A Guide to
the Basics After 3R, "RDA in the original RDA Toolkit and in the new
RDA Toolkit is fundamentally the same. It is developed following
the same objectives and principles. There are new aspects, but it
also continues to support the same ways of working as in the
original RDA Toolkit” '

The official RDA Teolkit complies with current web accessibility
standards while improving maintenance of the standard. The alignment
with IFLA's Library Reference Model (LRM), which superseded the
Functional Requi odels, and i onalization efforts have
contributed new concepts and terminologies to RDA, but the essence of
RDA is unchanged.

* Chris Oliver. Infroducing RDA- A Guide to the Basics After 3R (Chicago: ALA Editions, 2021), vii

See “RDA Teaching & Training Tips” handout for
ideas around education and orientation.

Go to https://rdatoolkit.org
- Learning Resources

— Resources for educators
-~ RDA teaching & training tips
— Additional supports also exist.

R D

Resource Description & Access
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https://rdatoolkit.org/

Thank you!

Contact information
Elisa Sze

Education and Orientation Officer,
RDA Steering Committee: elisa@rdatoolkit.org

Metadata Librarian & Sessional Instructor,
University of Toronto: elisa.sze@utoronto.ca

R

D A
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