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RDA Copyright

• ©2010-2026 - American Library Association, Canadian Federation of 
Library Associations, and CILIP: Chartered Institute of Library and 
Information Professionals.

• Screen images from the RDA Toolkit (www.rdatoolkit.org) used by 
permission of the Copyright Holders for RDA (American Library 
Association, Canadian Federation of Library Associations, and CILIP: 
Chartered Institute of Library and Information Professionals).

2



Overview

• Changes from original RDA to official RDA and PCC’s response

• PCC training for official RDA

• Implementing official RDA for PCC
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Original RDA Toolkit

• https://original.rdatoolkit.org/
• Released in 2010
• Aligned with IFLA conceptual 

models:
• FRBR: Functional Requirements for 

Bibliographic Records
• FRAD: Functional Records for 

Authority Data
• FRSAD: Functional Requirements 

for Subject Authority Data
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https://original.rdatoolkit.org/
https://original.rdatoolkit.org/
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frad/frad_2013.pdf
https://www.ifla.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/assets/cataloguing/frad/frad_2013.pdf
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/835
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/835


Official RDA Toolkit

• https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
• Released in 2020
• Aligned with IFLA conceptual 

model: IFLA Library Reference 
Model (LRM)

• Optimized for linked data 
environment

• Expanded internationalization
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https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/
https://repository.ifla.org/handle/20.500.14598/40.2


Structure of the Official RDA Toolkit

• Structured around RDA 
entities and their 
elements

• Elements are listed 
alphabetically by entity

• Cataloging communities 
are expected to develop 
workflows to meet their 
needs
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Minimum Description

Original RDA has core elements. Official RDA has no core elements.
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Minimum Description Example

Original RDA (RDA Core)
Lang (008/35-37): zxx
020 ## $a 9798350125306
100 1# $a Glass, Philip.
240 10 $a Sonatas, $m piano
245 10 $a Piano sonata / $c Philip Glass.
264 #1 $a [New York, NY] : $b Dunvagen, $c [2023]
300 ## $a 1 score (23 pages)
336 ## $a notated music $2 rdacontent
338 ## $a volume $2 rdacarrier
650 #0 $a Sonatas (Piano)

Official RDA
100 1# $a Glass, Philip.
240 10 $a Sonatas, $m piano
245 10 $a Piano sonata.
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Effective Description

• PCC application profile includes:
• Metadata application profiles (MAPs)
• LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
• Metadata Guidance Documentation (MGDs)
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PCC Metadata Application Profiles (MAPs)

• Three application profiles in development:
• BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) Official RDA Metadata Application Profile
• CONSER Standard Record (CSR) Official RDA Metadata Application Profile
• NACO Official RDA Metadata Application Profile

• Serve as a “map” to navigate official RDA

• List “PCC Core” and “PCC Recommended” elements, as well as mappings to 
BIBRAME and MARC 21 encodings as appropriate

• Used in conjunction with the RDA Toolkit, LC-PCC PSs, and MGDs
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Effective Description Example

Original RDA (RDA + PCC Core)
BLvl (LDR/07): m
Lang (008/35-37): zxx
020 ## $a 9798350125306
050 #4 $a M23 $b .G53 2023
100 1# $a Glass, Philip, $e composer.
240 10 $a Sonatas, $m piano
245 10 $a Piano sonata / $c Philip Glass.
264 #1 $a [New York, NY] : $b Dunvagen, $c [2023]
300 ## $a 1 score (23 pages) ; $c 31 cm
336 ## $a notated music $2 rdacontent
337 ## $a unmediated $2 rdamedia
338 ## $a volume $2 rdacarrier
348 ## $a score $2 rdafnm
348 ## $c staff notation $2 rdafmn
382 01 $a piano $n 1 $s 1 $2 lcmpt
650 #0 $a Sonatas (Piano)

Official RDA (PCC Core)
Lang (008/35-37): zxx
020 ## $a 9798350125306
050 #4 $a M23 $b .G53 2023
100 1# $a Glass, Philip, $e composer.
240 10 $a Sonatas, $m piano
245 10 $a Piano sonata / $c Philip Glass.
264 #1 $a [New York, NY] : $b Dunvagen, $c [2023]
300 ## $a 1 score (23 pages) ; $c 31 cm
334 ## $a single unit $2 rdami
336 ## $a notated music $2 rdacontent
337 ## $a unmediated $2 rdamedia
338 ## $a volume $2 rdacarrier
348 ## $a score $2 rdafnm
348 ## $c staff notation $2 rdafmn
382 01 $a piano $n 1 $s 1 $2 lcmpt
650 #0 $a Sonatas (Piano)
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Instructions versus Options

Original RDA provides instructions. Official RDA provides options.
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Conditions and Condition Options

Original RDA has conditional 
instructions.

Official RDA has conditions and 
condition options.
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Policy Statements

• Identify the options a 
cataloging community 
has decided to apply or 
not apply

• Display in the right 
column alongside the 
RDA instructions

Policy Statement
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
Presentation
• Follow a consistent 

order on each 
element page:

1. Core statements
2. General practice 

statements
3. Metadata Guidance 

documentation 
(MGD) statements

1.
2.

3.
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
Prerecording: Core Elements
For Core elements:
• The core statement 

always appears at the 
Prerecording level

• Almost always the very 
first policy statement to 
appear on a page
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
Prerecording: Do not record the element
• If an element is not used 

by LC/PCC, the statement 
“Do not record the 
element” appears at the 
Prerecording level

• The LC-PCC PS may indicate 
an element to use instead
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
General Practice Statements: Location
• Usually attached to:

• A section heading
• An instruction in a 

paragraph of text
• An option

• Each option requires an 
LC-PCC PS
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
General Practice Statements: Structure
• Preceded by (in order):

• LC/PCC practice:
• LC practice:
• PCC practice:

• Common LC-PCC PSs:
• Apply the option.
• Cataloger’s judgment.
• Do not apply the option.
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
General Practice Statements: Guidance
• Indicate whether an LC/PCC cataloger should apply the option or not, 

or if they could exercise judgment to make the decision

• Apply the option
• The option should be applied if applicable and readily ascertainable
• Guides the cataloger in how to record a value for the element
• Does not indicate an element is Core or a value should be recorded

• LC-PCC PSs may include conditions, contingent instructions, and links 
to other relevant options
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LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs)
Links to Metadata Guidance Documentation
• Always appear as the last 

LC-PCC PSs

• May be linked at the 
Prerecording level or 
wherever the content of 
the MGD seems relevant 
to the section, option, or 
instruction
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Metadata Guidance Documentation (MGDs)

• PDF documents available on the LC website

• Provide longer or more specific guidance than is possible in the policy 
statements

• Include examples encoded in MARC 21 and BIBFRAME

• Must be used in conjunction with RDA Toolkit and LC-PCC PSs
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Accessing MGDs

1. Links from LC-PCC PSs

2. ClassWeb Plus

3. LC website at 
https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/
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https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/


Narrative MGDs

• Instructions for describing a 
specific RDA entity

• e.g., MG: Works and MG: Places

• Instructions for new entities and 
concepts

• e.g., MG: Timespan and MG: 
Aggregates

• Instructions for policies, concepts, 
and practices used in PCC work but 
not addressed in the official RDA 
Toolkit

• e.g., MG: Basic Cataloging Decisions
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https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/work/mg-work.pdf
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/place/mg-place.pdf
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/timespan/mg-timespan.pdf
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/mg-aggregates.pdf
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/mg-aggregates.pdf
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/mg-basicCatalogingDecisions.pdf


1:1 MGDs

• Map to specific LC-PCC PSs

• Generally tied to a specific 
option or element subsection

• Presented in table with sections 
for:

• Guidance
• MARC Examples
• BIBFRAME Examples
• References and Notes
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Constructing Access Points
Original RDA includes instructions for 
constructing access points for musical 
works.

Official RDA includes instructions for 
constructing access points for musical 
works in Community Resources.
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Constructing Access Points
String Encoding Scheme (SES) MGDs
• Access points are constructed by 

applying community defined 
string encoding schemes

• LC/PCC created SES MGDs that 
cover:

• Elements to include
• Order of elements
• Punctuation
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Recording Relationships

Original RDA provides relationship 
designators.

Official RDA provides relationship 
elements.
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Relationship Labels

• RDA element labels
• Intended to distinguish the element from all other RDA elements
• May not be considered user-friendly or suitable for display

• PCC relationship labels
• User-friendly labels created by PCC instead of using the element labels
• Omit entity names when possible
• Avoid parenthetical qualifiers
• Use the same label for different relationship elements
• Available as a spreadsheet as part of MG: Relationship labels
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https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/relationshipLabels/mg-relationshipLabels.xlsx
https://loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/relationshipLabels/index.html


PCC Relationship Labels Spreadsheet
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Principles, Models, Standards – A Hierarchy

• Statement of International Cataloguing Principles 
(ICP)Principles

• IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM)Model

• RDABasic Standard

• Application profiles, policy statements, metadata 
guidance documentation

Customized 
Applications

Credit: Renate Behrens, Chair, RDA Steering Committee
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Description Convention Source Codes

• All entity and resource descriptions created under the PCC implementation 
of official RDA use two Description Convention Source Codes, in order:

• rda
• The descriptive standard used as the basis of the description

• pccrda
• The description conforms to PCC’s implementation of official RDA
• Values for RDA elements are recorded according to LC/PCC practice from the LC-PCC 

metadata application profiles, LC-PCC Policy Statements, and Metadata Guidance 
Documentation

040 ## $a DLC $b eng $e rda $e pccrda $c DLC

• For additional information, see MG: Work: Related manifestation of work.
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https://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/mgd/work/mg-w-relatedManifestationOfWork-01.pdf


Goals of PCC Official RDA Training

• To be able to catalog resources and create name authority records 
using the official RDA Toolkit, LC-PCC metadata application profiles, 
LC-PCC Policy Statements, and Metadata Guidance Documentation

• Understand key terminology and concepts
• Use and navigate the official RDA Toolkit
• Interpret, understand, and apply options and LC-PCC PSs
• Use PCC documentation in conjunction with the RDA Toolkit
• Encode values of RDA elements in MARC bibliographic and authority 

records
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PCC Full Training Outline for Monographs

1. Introduction to RDA
2. Using RDA Toolkit
3. PCC documentation
4. Recording basics

• Choice of RDA elements
• Recording data provenance
• Recording unstructured descriptions
• Recording structured descriptions
• Recording identifiers
• Recording IRIs
• Recording relationships

5. Describing manifestations
6. Describing works
7. Describing expressions
8. Describing aggregates
9. Special topics
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Cataloging Process for Official RDA

1. Consult the appropriate metadata application profile to identify 
elements to record

2. Review RDA instructions and LC-PCC Policy Statements

3. Review appropriate Metadata Guidance Documentation linked from the 
LC-PCC PSs

4. Determine the value to record

5. Record the value in MARC record
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Tentative Implementation Timeline for PCC

• February 2026: Finalize BIBCO Standard Record (BSR) for official RDA
• May 2026: Finalize CONSER Standard Record (CSR) for official RDA
• June 2026: Finalize NACO Official RDA Metadata Application Profile
• Summer 2026: Release bridge and full training for monographs and 

name authority records
• Fall/winter 2026: Provide bridge and full training webinars for 

monographs and name authority records
• May 2027: Original RDA Toolkit will no longer be available via the 

web, but PDF files will be available
• TBD: CONSER training for serials and integrating works
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Tentative Order for Training

1. Bridge training for 
monographs

2. Full training for monographs

3. Bridge training for name 
authorities

4. Full training for name 
authorities

• Bridge training:
• A condensed version of the full 

training for experienced catalogers 
focused on changes in cataloging 
practice

• Full training:
• Training for newer catalogers or 

experienced catalogers who want 
more in-depth training than the 
bridge training
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When should PCC institutions plan to 
implement the official RDA Toolkit?
• As PCC continues to prepare for official RDA implementation, dates 

will be announced when BIBCO, CONSER, and NACO records can be 
created using official RDA. These dates will vary for each program 
based on the availability of documentation and training. Furthermore, 
institutions will be given sufficient time to review the documentation 
and training before they implement official RDA.

• Until instructed otherwise, PCC records should continue to be 
created using the original RDA Toolkit.
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Outstanding Implementation Questions

• Does it matter if institutions start with bibliographic or authority 
records? If it does matter, which must come first?

• Should there be recommended target dates that PCC participants 
should be working towards (e.g., all authority records need to be 
created or updated using official RDA by x date)?

• Will catalogers need to undergo review before contributing PCC 
records created using the official RDA Toolkit?
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How can institutions prepare to implement 
the official RDA Toolkit? (1/5)

• Become familiar with key terminology and concepts by completing 
the following PCC trainings:

• What is IFLA/LRM?
• An introduction to the IFLA Library Reference Model (LRM), the conceptual model 

underlying official RDA

• Phase 1: PCC Introductory RDA Training
• Introductory RDA training to be able to identify key changes introduced in official RDA, 

use and navigate the RDA Toolkit, understand new concepts, and define key vocabulary 
terms

• Phase 1: PCC Introductory RDA Training Webinars
• Recordings of the Phase 1: PCC Introductory RDA Training
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https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA2020/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/RDA2020/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/PCC-Introductory-RDA-Training-Webinars/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/rda/PCC-Introductory-RDA-Training-Webinars/index.html


How can institutions prepare to implement 
the official RDA Toolkit? (2/5)

• For more practical training, review the workshop materials from A 
Joint Workshop with NARDAC and PCC SCT RDA Training Task Group: 
Monographs from June 2025

• Documentation used by PCC catalogers
• Review of RDA concepts
• Cataloging an ebook

• Describing the manifestation
• Describing the aggregating work & aggregating expression
• Describing an aggregated work & aggregated expression
• Recording data provenance

• Exercises include the ebook used for the demonstration in the slides, as well 
as a few other examples for hands-on practice

41

https://bit.ly/RDA-ALA-25
https://bit.ly/RDA-ALA-25
https://bit.ly/RDA-ALA-25


How can institutions prepare to implement 
the official RDA Toolkit? (3/5)

• Review the Changes from Original RDA for Monographs: Report

• Review local cataloging procedures and documentation
• Are they up-to-date?
• How might they need to be revised for official RDA?

• Begin updating local cataloging procedures and documentation
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https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/sct/documents/Changes-from-Original-RDA-for-Monographs-Report.pdf


How can institutions prepare to implement 
the official RDA Toolkit? (4/5)

• Review training materials and resources from other RDA communities

• Learning Resources
• Includes resources for educators and community-based training materials

• Implementing Official RDA
• Collates information about official RDA implementations shared by the RDA Steering 

Committee (RSC)
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https://www.rdatoolkit.org/news/rda/learning-resources
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/news/rda/learning-resources
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/implementingRDA
https://www.rdatoolkit.org/rsc/implementingRDA


How can institutions prepare to implement 
the official RDA Toolkit? (5/5)

• Attend the RDA preconference workshop at ALA Annual in Chicago on 
Friday, June 26, 2026 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM

• Gain hands-on experience cataloging resources and creating name authority 
records using the official RDA Toolkit and related PCC documentation, 
including LC-PCC Policy Statements (LC-PCC PSs) and Metadata Guidance 
Documentation (MGDs)

• This is a joint workshop with the PCC SCT RDA Training Task Group: 
Monographs, the PCC SCT RDA Training Task Group: Name Authorities, and 
the North American RDA Committee (NARDAC)

• Register for ALA Annual 2026 and the preconference workshop at ALA 2026 
Registration Rates

• This is a paid, in-person event. Register before April 24 for reduced rates
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https://2026.alaannual.org/registration-rates
https://2026.alaannual.org/registration-rates


FAQs on Official RDA Implementation

https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ

1. What is official RDA versus original RDA?
2. What documentation and training will PCC provide?
3. What documentation and training are currently available from PCC?
4. What is PCC doing to prepare for official RDA implementation?
5. When should PCC institutions plan to implement the official RDA 

Toolkit?
6. Where should I send questions and feedback?
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https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-FAQ


Feedback

• Submit feedback and questions via the PCC RDA Communications 
Committee Feedback Form: https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form

• Type of feedback:
• LC-PCC Policy Statement revision
• Metadata Guidance Document (MGD) revision
• PCC RDA Training feedback
• Changes from Original RDA for Monographs: Report feedback
• Question
• Feedback
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https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
https://bit.ly/PCC-RDA-Feedback-Form
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