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Content

1. Project 3R for DACH libraries

2. Demonstration RDA DACH

3. STA documentation platform
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Association of organizations and institutions of culture and science of the DACH 

area

Goals: 

- Agreeing on uniform standards for indexing, interfaces and formats

- Promoting cross-discipline harmonization of indexing and data networking

Deals with standards 

such as …

Standardisierungsausschuss (STA)
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RDA

− New RDA Toolkit with a new technical platform

− A completely different documentation structure

− Changed content concepts

− Far-reaching effects on the specifications in the DACH area (DACH-AWRs and 

standard element set)

Documentation for users in the DACH area

− Aim to create and offer a common documentation platform for all users of 

standards for libraries, archives, museums, cultural institutions in the DACH 

region

Starting point

6

Countdown 
now scheduled
May 2026 to
May 2027
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– Working title “Cataloguing handbook” - to be developed as a online application 
in the 3R project for DACH libraries

– Cooperative development by the members of the Expert group of Cataloguing 
and colleagues from the libraries

– Project duration March 2019 to December 2022

– New title “RDA DACH”

– Publication of first version August 2023 

– Training for RDA users starting September 2023 

3R Project for DACH Libraries



| Barbara Pfeifer | RDA: Think Globally, Act Locally | 16 October 2023

− A common handbook for all RDA users in the DACH region 

− RDA DACH practice is continued

− Clarity is improved: all RDA rules, DACH-AWR and DACH ERL (explanatory 

notes) are merged into one place in the text

− Examples are chosen specifically for German-language needs

− Certain regulations that have not proven itselves in practice are changed or 

dropped

Goals

8
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− The text of the rules is made more understandable

− Linking to the new toolkit 

− The new RDA concepts could be adopted later after better examination

− Reduction of editorial work, reusing texts in different contexts

− Store text in a database structure -> therefore decision to use Wikibase as 

database environment  

Goals

9
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– Freely accessible website -> sta.dnb.de

– First version 2023.1

– Corrections and additions take place in further releases

Where can I find RDA DACH

https://sta.dnb.de/
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Specific rules for application
contexts
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First draft - must 
be further
developed
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standard s The RDA elements that should / must be used if it is possible

optional o The RDA elements that can be used additionally

must not n The RDA elements that must not be used

DACH Application profiles - status definitions
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– adapt new element names

– adapt to preference indefinite articles for element names or entities names

– adapt new terms for describing hierarchical structures like super element and
sub element

– RDA DACH element descriptions are linked to RDA toolkit element descriptions

Adaptations from the new RDA toolkit 
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– correction of obvious typing errors in the title of manifestation even for 

monographs not only for serials or integrating resources

– Element other title information – extension of source of information; must 

not longer be the same source of information as the title proper

– Specification the distinction between a serial and a monograph

Examples for changed DACH rule
interpretations
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– Completed texts from the DNB Confluence wiki (working platform for text 
drafts) were automatically transferred to a DNB Wikibase instance 

– Web application for end users was developed using the JavaScript library 
React

– The website is implemented as a Single Page Application (SPA)

– The search slot of the application is fed by Solr indexing

– The project is published on Github at https://github.com/deutsche-

nationalbibliothek/sta-doc

Wikibase and website (frontend) – technical
information

https://github.com/deutsche-nationalbibliothek/sta-doc
https://github.com/deutsche-nationalbibliothek/sta-doc
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– Information events “Practice Update RDA DACH" started in September 2023

– Target group: RDA users with cataloguing experience

– Content: Structure and use of the STA documentation platform, RDA DACH 
changes of terminology, changes of rules for bibliographic and authority data

– Duration approx. 4 hours

– Training materials see https://sta.dnb.de/doc/STA-HILFE-TRM

– Further task: conception of a RDA DACH training for beginners

Trainings

https://sta.dnb.de/doc/STA-HILFE-TRM
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– Corrections and additions to the RDA DACH text

– Special working groups work on the element descriptions and / or resource 
type descriptions, for example religious works, legal works, music works

– Improvement and addition of application profiles

– Further work on the new RDA concepts

– Extend the STA documentation platform

Next steps
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Subject
headings

Other 
communities

Application
profiles

Authority 
data
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Thank you!

b.pfeifer@dnb.de

mailto:b.pfeifer@dnb.de
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Backup slides

33
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