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Thomas Brenndorfer
Guelph Public Library, Ontario, Canada

• RDA Steering Committee
• North American RDA Committee
• Canadian Committee on Cataloguing
• Author: RDA Essentials
• PCC Standing Committee on Training RDA 

3R Training Task Group: Monographs

tbrenndorfer@rdatoolkit.org
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NARDAC
North American RDA Committee

• NARDAC Update Forum – 2021-08-30
https://youtu.be/SY1Ssl78YFw

NARDAC members:

American Library Association
Stephen Hearn, Robert Maxwell

Canadian Committee on Cataloguing
Thomas Brenndorfer, Thi Bao Tran Phan (Library and Archives Canada)

Library of Congress
Melanie Polutta, Clara Liao

https://youtu.be/SY1Ssl78YFw
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RSC Assessment Group
• Formed as an outcome of the RSC April 2021 meeting

• Addresses issues beyond routine editorial decisions, 
which are often in the territory of broader questions and 
principles

• Membership
 RSC Secretary, RSC regional representatives

• Responsibilities of the group
 Analyzes the issue and then… 
o Refers it for action to an appropriate person or group (to create a 

proposal, fast track, etc.), or
o Determines that the change cannot be accommodated in base RDA
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Assessing and fixing these cases…
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A minimum description of an item must include one of the following elements:
Item: appellation of item

or Item: title of item

or Item: preferred title of item

or Item: access point for item

or Item: authorized access point for item

or Item: identifier for item

or IRI for an item

A minimum description of an item must also include the following element:

Item: manifestation exemplified with a value of:
Manifestation: appellation of manifestation

or Manifestation: title of manifestation

or Manifestation: title proper

or Manifestation: access point for manifestation

or Manifestation: authorized access point for manifestation

or Manifestation: identifier for manifestation

or IRI for an manifestation

https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2ac040a8-bf36-37a5-a695-abb5298758c4
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-4b9291c5-f525-37fd-b661-c469e763ce8a
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-b110f24e-6bb0-3144-84c5-da69b4016504
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-564ae837-68ee-396c-91d5-6da0a7f4e972
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-95f6a60f-3d2b-32d8-9486-cf810708d4ba
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-7917b114-5614-3571-94a6-2284a4339575
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-2b158119-c395-3e94-a488-f9d2354cc6ba
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-aecba39b-59ef-3eeb-a864-47901aab9eae
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-f0ea4e3a-fbe5-3135-bd95-1b5260f1e69e
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-0eb21eb3-a2b4-3f0c-b76f-7df760946aad
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-7af61468-85ab-3d86-ad8d-4a1158edb7c7
https://access.rdatoolkit.org/Content/Index?externalId=en-US_ala-fda05153-cd8b-3b9b-b68e-e2c1834b64df
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Assessing more issues …
• Person: place of residence – remove scope note “A 

place where a person has worked or studied is 
included”.

• Ongoing discussion on principle of “uniformity”. The 
objective of “internationalization” points to a wider 
issue:

Given the flexibility of the guidance and recording methods, 
the metadata provided by different agents will not necessarily 
be identical, but as well-formed data it will be understood by 
any agent when shared. The emphasis is on data 
harmonization rather than strict compatibility.
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Community Resources
Moving English language content to 
new location in Toolkit

 Sept. 2020: Abbreviations, capitalization, initial 
articles, etc. 

 April 2021: Legacy Anglo-American instructions for 
pseudo-elements (legal, musical, religious works, and 
official communications) 

 July 2021: Community refinements content, principally 
string encoding scheme instructions
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AACR2 
Appendices

Where it all began …
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Original RDA 
Toolkit
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Original RDA Toolkit: Capitalization, 
Abbreviations, and Symbols …

… English language conventions 
dominate
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Followed by other 
languages …
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New RDA Toolkit – under the RESOURCES tab
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Landing page for Community refinements
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Manifestation Refinements…
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String encoding scheme – formulation 
of series statement…
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String encoding scheme – formulation 
of publication statement…
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Landing page for Community vocabularies
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Language or 
script

Abbreviations Capitalization Initial article Name of 
person

Terms of rank

Arabic Script Yes Yes

Hungarian Language Yes Yes

Iban Language Yes

Italian Language Yes Yes

Latin script Script Yes

Romanian Language Yes Yes

The process of organizing the community 
vocabularies for the new RDA Toolkit…
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Terms in 
English –
organized by 
RDA entity, and 
then by 
element
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Terms in French, 
organized by entities:

• RDA Entity
• Resource entities 

(WEMI)
• Agent entities
• Place
• Timespan
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AACR2 – Appendix A for Capitalization [English language context]

New RDA Toolkit – Capitalization of manifestation statements 
in English [language: English; entity: Manifestation]

From AACR2 to the new RDA Toolkit
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AACR2 – Appendix A for Capitalization [English language context]

New RDA Toolkit – Capitalization of manifestation statements 
in English [language: English; entity: Manifestation]

Where are the examples?

?



28
2021-09-14EURIG Meeting

Community Resources – Further Refinements 
and Vocabularies

• Normalizing data found in manifestations (capitalization, etc.)

• Access point construction (string encoding schemes)

• Community vocabularies (e.g., Gender)

• Extensions to carrier and content type (see the “how-to” 
guidance for making these)

• Subtypes of RDA entities and elements (including new 
“shortcut” relationship elements)

• Community application profiles

• Suggested friendly labels for elements
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For the Anglo-American 
catalog(u)ing community

… by the Anglo-American 
catalog(u)ing community

Where we stand today with 

community resources…
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Community Resources has content –
Now What?
• Hand off “ownership” from RSC to other groups
 For English: some Anglo-American community (or group of 

communities)
o NARDAC + ORDAC + British Library, etc.? [not yet settled]

 For Finnish: 
o Ready to translate the English text of Community Resources for their 

purposes

• Communities implementing Community Resources need to 
 Figure out how this part of RDA Toolkit works for them in concert 

with base RDA, policy statements, application profiles, etc.
 Commit to regular review and revision
 Ensure the content remains compatible with RDA
 Update the CMS (Content Management System), or provide content 

for someone else to add



Thank you!
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RDA Steering Committee –
http://www.rda-rsc.org/

RDA Steering Committee FAQ –
http://rda-rsc.org/content/rda_faq

RDA YouTube channel –
https://www.youtube.com/c/RDAToolkitVideo

Thomas Brenndorfer
tbrenndorfer@rdatoolkit.org

http://www.rda-rsc.org/
http://rda-rsc.org/content/rda_faq
https://www.youtube.com/c/RDAToolkitVideo
mailto:tbrenndorfer@rdatoolkit.org

