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RDA an Application Profile? 

Status quo in the D-A-CH area 



RDA, Application Profile and Policy Statement

• RDA tells you which elements are valid.
 Title proper

• Application Profile tells you which entities to use for cataloging
 Titel proper is mandatory

• Policy statement tells you what option to apply and how to use an 
element
 Record this element as a value of a Nomen entity.

2



Application Profile (AP)

“An application profile specifies the entities, elements, and vocabulary 
encoding schemes that are expected in a set of metadata that meets 
the functions and requirements of an application that uses the 
metadata.” (Guidance—Application profiles)

http://rda-rsc.org/node/551#34 (Beta Toolkit/3R Project Frequently 
Asked Questions)
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RSC Application Profiles Working Group

• Start of work in January 2020.

• The purpose of the RSC Application Profiles Working Group is to support 
the development of RDA application profiles for use with RDA Toolkit by 
producing discussion papers, recommendations, proposals, and other 
documents for consideration by the RSC. 

• Chair: Alan Danskin, Britsh Library

• http://rda-rsc.org/node/630
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EURIG Application Profile

• EURIG Editorial Committee deals with an AP for Europe

• No results published yet.

• Heterogeneous needs in the different countries.

• Limited resources.
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• Based on the Core and Core if elements of the original Toolkit
• Created by WG RDA DACH with additions by the national libraries of

Austria, Germany and Switzerland
• Launched in August 2015
• Two sets

• Bibliographic Data
• Authority Data

• French Translation
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Free access on the Wiki of the DNB

Current RDA Application Profile DACH
«Standardelement-Set» 
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Current DACH
«Standardelement-Set»

Example
Bibliographic Elements 

Free access on the Wiki of the DNB



AG Bild DACH – Beta Toolkit
Working Group Graphic Material D-A-CH

• Minimalset (Minimum Set) 
• The elements that must be recorded for graphic material.
•  Use case: For a library without specialists for pictures or for libraries with 

with a less important collection of pictures.

• Erweitertes Set (Extended Set)
• Other elements recommended for the cataloguing of graphic material.
•  Use case: For a library with specialists for pictures with an important 

collection of paintings, drawings, photos etc.

• Sonstige Elemente (Any other Element)
• Any other RDA element can also be used (cataloguers judgment).
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AG Bild DACH: Example Beta Toolkit



Nationalbibliotheken DACH–Beta Toolkit 
National libraries DACH

Summer 2020: DACH national libraries start work on application profile.

Starting points:
• The current DACH profile (Standardelemente-Set)
• Considerations of the RSC and EURIG Editorial Committee
• Drafts of some special working groups: “AG Bild” (graphic material) and 

“RNAB” (literary archives)

• Complex work
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Nationalbibliotheken DACH–Beta Toolkit 
National libraries DACH

• Minimalset (Minimum Set) 
• The elements that must be recorded so that a resource in the D-A-CH 

area is catalogued according to RDA.
•Work in progress

• Extended Set  in the planning stage

• Set for National Libraries and National Bibliographies  in the planning 
stage
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Nationalbibliotheken DACH–Beta Toolkit
Example Bibliographic Elements

Curr
ent
RDA

Manda
tory?

German English Beta Toolkit Condition
current RDA

Condition Beta 
Toolkit

Comments

Work in progress – no decision yet taken.



Nationalbibliotheken DACH–Beta Toolkit

• Time schedule still open

• Next steps:
• Discussion with other expert groups and decision makers
• Clarification of the correlation of the AP to a future Policy 

Statement DACH (DACH Manuel oder Erschließungshandbuch) and 
to the RDA Toolkit

• Work in progress
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To be continued
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