
RDA Workshop – January 24, 20201

RDA Workshop
ALA Preconference Event
“Everything Old Is New Again”

Thomas Brenndorfer

North American RDA Committee representative to the RSC

tbrenndorfer@rdatoolkit.org

mailto:tbrenndorfer@rdatoolkit.org


RDA Workshop – January 24, 20202

Outline

1. Recording methods

2. Names, titles, identifiers … and access points

3. Options
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Topic 1: recording methods:

“transcribe”

“record”

“construct”
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- RDA guidelines (for capitalization, punctuation, diacritical 

marks, symbols, spacing of initials and acronyms, letters 

or words intended to be read more than once, 

abbreviations, inaccuracies + appendices)

- Alternative: in-house guidelines or published style manual

- Alternative: accept data without modification (description 

created by another agency, harvesting data, etc.)

Current Toolkit - Transcription (1.7.1)
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Recording Numbers Expressed as Numerals or as Words 

(1.8.1)

- “Record numerals in the form preferred by the agency 

creating the data”

- “Record numerals in the form in which they appear on the 

source of information” [“transcribe”]

Current Toolkit – record in a “form” vs 

record as they “appear” [transcribe]
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“Record one or more terms…”

Example: 3.3.1.3. Recording carrier type

• “Record a carrier type using one or more of the terms 

from the following list.”

But for recording values not in the list, record “other” or 

“unspecified”.

Current Toolkit - record values 

from a list
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Extent (3.4.1.3)

• “Record an extent of the manifestation by giving the 

number of units and the type of unit”

Current Toolkit – record by structuring 

data
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Current Toolkit - record a value identifying a 

related entity and record a relationship designator
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Identifiers – from “any source”

Authorized access points – “construct”

Descriptions – “structured” or “unstructured”

Current Toolkit - recording a related 

entity (agent, work, manifestation, etc.)
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Current Toolkit - recording a 

relationship designator

Record an “appropriate relationship designator”

Record a value from a list-- or another term
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The four recording methods:

• Unstructured description

• Structured description

• Identifier

• IRI

The BETA TOOLKIT!!
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Beta Toolkit Recording Method – Unstructured 

Description

Kinds of unstructured description include:

• A manifestation statement

• An unstructured note

• A name or title in direct order, as it appears in 

sources of information

• An uncontrolled term for a concept
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Beta Toolkit - transcription

(Manifestation Statements}
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Beta Toolkit Recording Method – Structured 

Description

Kinds of structured description include:

• An access point

• A structured note

• A name or title taken from an authority control system

• A term for a concept taken from a controlled vocabulary

• A value associated with a structured data type, 

including numbers, dates, and times
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Beta Toolkit Recording Method – Structured 

Description – VES AND SES

VES – vocabulary encoding scheme

SES – string encoding scheme



RDA Workshop – January 24, 202016

Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit Recording Method – Identifier

Kinds of identifier include:

• An identifier assigned by an independent, 

external agent

• An identifier assigned by a local agent

• A notation for a concept taken from a controlled 

vocabulary
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Beta Toolkit Recording Method – IRI

An IRI (Internationalized Resource Identifier) is an 

identifier based on Semantic Web technologies that is 

used as the referent of an entity or controlled term in 

linked open data using Resource Description 

Framework.
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Beta Toolkit – recording a relationship 

element
Structured description:

adaptation of work

Identifier:

P10142

IRI:

http://rdaregistry.info/Elements/

w/P10142 
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Topic 2: Names, titles, 

identifiers …

and access points



RDA Workshop – January 24, 202022

Attributes (including “Name”) and Access points
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Current Toolkit - Preferred Name of Person

-- includes instructions for preparing it for use in an access point (such as for 

inverted order for surnames)
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Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit



RDA Workshop – January 24, 202028

Beta Toolkit
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Additions to the access point

Access points are structured 

descriptions – includes surname 

order for Name of person when used 

in an access point

Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit
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Unstructured 

description for

Title of manifestation

This element covers all 

titles of manifestation.

Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit
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Current Toolkit

Options have always been part of the Toolkit.

Choice is needed for different communities 

and applications.

Topic 3: Options



RDA Workshop – January 24, 202034

Current Toolkit – OPTIONS
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Current Toolkit Choice – access point components
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Current Toolkit Choice – recording methods
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Current Toolkit Choice – relationship granularity
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Current Toolkit Choice – embedded options
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Current Toolkit Choice – explicit options
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Current Toolkit Choice – alternative instructions
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OPTIONS IN THE BETA TOOLKIT

ELEMENTS ARE OPTIONS (except those required by “coherent” 

and “minimum” descriptions)

An “effective description” is based upon requirements of a 

cataloguing agent or local application.

Beta Toolkit
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OPTIONS IN THE BETA TOOLKIT

RECORDING METHODS ARE OPTIONS

- Unstructured description

- Structured description

- Identifier

- IRI

(opens the door for elements like “Access point for item”)

Beta Toolkit
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Beta Toolkit – all instructions are presented as options

from 

Manifestation: 

Statement of 

responsibility
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Thank you!


