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To:  Joint Steering Committee for Development of RDA 

From: Alan Danskin, British Library Representative 

Subject: Changes to Appendix D.0 and D.1.3.1 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract 
Two changes are proposed, to clarify the scope of Appendix D and to replace 
guidelines on multilevel description with a reference to ISBD Appendix A. 

____________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 
Two changes are proposed, to clarify the scope of Appendix D and to replace 
guidelines on multilevel description with a reference to ISBD Appendix A. 

A consequence of previous changes to Appendix D, is that D.2 now consists only 
of a link to MARC mappings.  The see reference to D2 in the second entry under 
D.0 Scope could therefore be considered redundant.  However resolving this 
redundancy would result in a more substantial revision of Appendix D than is 
warranted. 

Justification 
This proposal was prepared as a result of discussions at the November 2013 
JSC meeting in Washington, D.C.  (M452.3 & M452.8) The proposed changes 
remove ambiguity and provide greater clarity.  

Impact 
The proposed changes will aid understanding, no negative impact is anticipated.   

Proposed	  Changes	  

Change	  1	  D.0	  Scope	  

MARKED	  UP	  COPY	  
 
D.0 Scope 
This appendix provides: mappings of the RDA elements used to describe a resource to 
metadata schemes for presenting or encoding resource description data. The appendix 
includes: 
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guidelines on the presentation of data according to ISBD specifications (see D.1
) 

a link to the mapping of the variable fields and subfields defined in the MARC 21 
format for bibliographic data to the corresponding elements in RDA (see D.2

).  

CLEAN	  COPY	  
	  

D.0 Scope 
This appendix provides:  

guidelines on the presentation of data according to ISBD specifications (see D.1
) 

a link to the mapping of the variable fields and subfields defined in the MARC 21 
format for bibliographic data to the corresponding elements in RDA (see D.2

). 

CHANGE	  2	  D.1.3	  Multilevel	  Description	  

MARKED	  UP	  COPY	  
	  

D.1.3 Multilevel Description  
See: “Appendix A: Multilevel Description” in: ISBD: International standard bibliographic 
description Consolidated ed., Berlin; Munchen: De Gruyter Saur, 2011.  pp 309-311. 
IFLA series on bibliographic control; vol. 44). _ ISBN 978-3-11-026379-4 
 
ISBD Consolidated Edition, March 2011 also available online at:  
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbd/isbd-cons_20110321.pdf  
 
D.1.3.1 Definition 
A multilevel description is a form of presentation of descriptive data based on the 
division of descriptive information into two or more levels. The first level contains 
information common to the whole or main resource. The second and subsequent levels 
contain information about the individual part. 
 
#4	  D.1.3	  multilevel	  description	  (for	  Feb)–	  needs	  to	  acknowledge	  ISBD	  text,	  either	  by	  citation	  or	  point	  
to	  it,	  but	  ISBD	  would	  then	  need	  to	  extract	  that	  text	  as	  separate	  document	  that	  we	  can	  point	  to.	  
Action	  AD 
 
D.1.3.2 Presentation of a Multilevel Description  
When describing both the larger resource and its parts using a multilevel description 
(see 1.5.4 ), divide the descriptive information into two or more levels. Record at the 
first level only information about the resource as a whole or the main resource. Record 
at the second level information about the part or parts being described. If information at 
the second level describes a group of parts, record information about the individual part 
at a third level. Make the levels distinct by layout and/or other means. 
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When all the parts are received, complete any element left open. 

CLEAN	  COPY	  
	  

D.1.3 Multilevel Description  
See: “Appendix A: Multilevel Description” in: ISBD: International standard bibliographic 
description Consolidated ed., Berlin; Munchen: De Gruyter Saur, 2011.  pp 309-311. 
IFLA series on bibliographic control; vol. 44). _ ISBN 978-3-11-026379-4 
 
ISBD Consolidated Edition, March 2011 also available online at:  
http://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/isbd/isbd-cons_20110321.pdf  
	  

	  


